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Now Follow ee Destiny! : 


| Smeseents 


Match wits against an Imperial 
probe droid. Blast your wiy ont 
ged Rebel Bae, Gather 


while the Empire hunts you 
down with TIE fighters and 
walker. Tak on nn [imperial Star 
Destroyer with a handful of X- 
wings and Yewings. Liberate an 
entire planet from thie 
tyranny. 


Fon pire's 


You cam dosall this and 
more with the Star Wars 
infroductory Adventure 
Game. 


This game has everviling you | 
need to ocrcate your own make- 
believe @dventures in the Star 
Kors universe, You and .4your 

friends can pretend to be 

heroca fighting the evil 
Empire. 


Your Star Wars 
adventures 
are limited 

only by your 

imagination. 


this oo aay other 
Wiest Easel prasdiect 

q at your Sawerrite 
Hobby, Tay or 
Book shore, call 
TIT-253-65990 

ext. 76 bo order 
directly fram 
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Hite Now whist are you supposed to do? You're still breathless from the Special fai 
ow marathon, and it's nearly Dwe years url the first of the prequels, Sure, that's a 
year less than the thre: between installments of the original trilogy, but this is the 
‘BOs, night? Things are suppoged to happen quicker. You want more Jrae Macs now! 
You've come to thee right place. As an official Stag Wass magazine, of course we'll 
be povy to, and pass on te our readers, whatever news [ram the set, camcept art (like 
the production painting by Doug Chiang of Carnuscant on this pape), storyboards, pho- 
tos, Inteniews and other inside info as scon as we get it. Right now, however, Lucas- 
film cant say exactly what, wher and how cvach, mainly because it's still too carly, 
The senpt is getting: its final polish, preproduction design and effects work is being 


done and casting is well underway. Principle 
F hetography under George Lucas’ direciien 

Parlez-Vous : 

Prequel? 


is slated to begin in England later this year, 
Nonetheless, moat everything remains top 
SECrel at this point, even for oficial sources 
like SHG. But fear not—we promise to 
keep you informed as we receive material, 





Prool? We've gone all the way to Paris to get the lanest word from prequel pro- 
ducer Rick McCallum, who's in Lenden for the next year working: on the mew film 
Well, we cickn't actually hop on the Concorde and fy there, but we did obtain a tran- 
acript of an exclusive interview MicCallumn granted te our French sister publication, 
Locasfihe Mapgezine, amd these ane the first tidbits pointed stateside, Boa apperis 

«0; Wher coe vow soy abou! the sets at decvesden Sindios? At “We are developing 
virtual seis... like the ones of Mos Eishey and Coruscant at the end of the Special 
fatter of Rewer of ie Jedi, We are creating mew characters totally in CG, and they 
will be part af the entire mevie.” 

© @: Are you going to Aire big-name sto? Ag “Whe haven't chogen the cast yet. bur 
Geome always looks for the actor whe will be best for the part. He doesn't have to 
chease an actor for his or beer ‘market value, 

® Or Whar's the aext Sie challenge for te new movie? Ar "The CG technology. ILM 
[Industrial Light & Magic] is working very hard on the realism of the digital images. 
There are whout 1.200 people working for [LM right now, and in the summer about 
700 of them are going to work on the prequel non-stop, But even if the technology is 
important, the scnpi is so basic and simple and the characters are sa great—l think 
it's the beat seript of all the films. Sa its 

Likewise, were beginning an incredible adventure in bringing you the most up-to- 
date, inside information possible an the prequels. Look for more in the mext issae, 
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going to be an imcrecdibe acwenture,” 
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More dragons, spells, quests... | 
—@ee aliens, far futures and 
a virtual realities : 
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> Envelope art by 
PEPIIM GE JOMGE 
The Hetherlands 


*lamia huge Wedge Antilles fan. I agree with Kirsten 


Shield [“Communiqueés” 


Issue ALO]: Whedoe mules! Gut still 


no collectible. Sure, there is a Micro Machines Wedge, but 


that's it! Wedge fant need 4 permanent collectible. 
PLANDLOEKA, Momeotrampert)|unooicom 


CHRIS 
EDITOR'S MOTE: Parke feces, 


IVedge fons, Tavs pear, Keraer wlll affer a Medger eure, bur 


aay wit fr ae Millennium Paloon Carry Case, 


+1 just laved your cover art 
for Issue #9! Even though it 
isn’t in a movie, | immedi- 
ately recognized the scene 
from Shadows of the Empire 
where Luke calls Xizor's 
bluff by threatening him 
with a [thermal detanator]. 
Way te go, Luke! | am anx- 
igusly awaiting the pre- 
quels. | hope we get to learn 
more about Luke and Leia’s 
mother. KATHY EVANSON, 
Milten, Wa 


* Here in the UFR [United 


orig and f dave a story to 
fell. fast August f went on @ 
Star Wars #fck and pot my 
farr up fife Lefa did tn fhe 
first mowle, dressed fy my 
best imitation of fer robes 
and went arownd quoting 
fer. Maen my unecfe sau my 
switch, though, he said, “Hey 
Chewbhaccal* To wafeA Ff 
smartly reterted, “WfAy you 
stuck-up, Aalf-witted. scruffy- 
fooking nerf-ferder!” Ever 
since then, my nickname Aas 
been Chewbacca. HWOLLEE 
“CHEWBACCA” OLSON, Boscobel, HY 


As / sor in ite darmened eater watching The 
Empire Strikes Back Special Edition, J Segarra 
rennnnber detail about ve first tine Jo seen ESB 
on the silver screen, at the age of 1G. F even re- 
avcrmbercd standing it hae witht a@ classmate af my 
Sides! siter. “ls fhe figits come opp ord J wealored 
out inte the lobby, J was surprised fo see the bron: 
ero! ther wort. ets i weeded rola! dvim. “ 
wes Just titeking about when J first saw Empire 
i? years ago, and f stood in fine with jour sister, 
fewre Jean..." Just ther, Leura Jean stepped wp! 
She and J both Grake fate laughter, “Ojai 't we 
just deo tis?" Sore erough, they had fust come out 
ofthe seme showing. J ask you, what are the oofals 
af that Aapoering? Mo walt, “Mever tel! me fe 
odds!" ALEX MEWRORN, Mfurcte Shouts, All 


#In the climax of the Special Edition of 
Empire, after the lightsaber duel, when 
Luke willingly plummets down the air 
shaft, [they] added a “scream” to the 
fall. Aside from the fact that it sounds 
fake and digital, the scream denigrates 
Luke's character. In the original, he gives 
Vader a glance which was a look of res- 
ignation, of confidence and of victory. 
To me, this is the moment that Luke truly 
becomes a Jedi! He abandons his fear, 
accepts death as an alternative to join- 
ing Vader and essentially wins the bat- 
tle. In the Special Edition, the added 
scream takes away the potency of this 
emotional “glance” and makes Luke look 
like a... wimp! CHRIS DECICCo, Ithaca, NY 


Kingdom]. for the first time 

ever, we are petting & Svar Mou fan club of our very owen, 
It launched in April. We're inviting American fans to write 
toa British fans, via the club, and we will pur you all in tewech, 
Virite to: The ficial UE SArae Maes Fan Club, Letters From 
America, P.O, Box 142, Horsham, England, RH1iad 5F J, 
Great Britain. LAI LOWS, Edicor, UK Stas Mass Fan Club 
+l remember seeing Srae 
Mua on June 24, i9¢77 while a 
partially built Artoo Detoo 
sat in the basement. After 
seeing the film zo or 36 
times, the replica model 
building cantinued. all 
models were constructed 
from cardboard, the Milfer- 
nium Falcon, Blockade Run- 
ner and Star Destroyer, as 
well ag full-seale interiors of the ships. Today, | work at a 
computer-animation company. My office shows my roots, a 
working AT-AT model desk toy, art on the walls by Ralph 
McQuarrie and a goldfish named Admiral Ackbar. | thank 
George Lucas for stirring my imagination and putting me on 
the road to the career | love. IM JONGSMA, Kentwood, al 
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SOT BODY STARTED TO HUM AND MY EVES WERE GLUED TO 
THE SCREEW THE EMTIRE FILM. [WHE SPECIAL FOTW] WAS 
AW EXPERIENCE THAT I'M MOT LIKELY TO FORGET. IVE SEEM 
STA WARS AT LEAST 10-0 TIMES, AWD IVE GOT THE SCRIPT 
CARVED INTO MY MIND. HOWEVER, THIS MOVIE NEVER GETS 
OLD AWD IT ALWAYS SPARKS MAY [MAGIMATION. IT'S THE 
GREATEST MOVIE OF ALL TIME, WITH THE GREATEST SOUND- 
TRACK OF ALL TIME, THANKS TO GEORGE LUCAS, | GOT TO 
SEE WHAT MILLIONS OF PEOPLE SAW 20 YEARS AGO. 
MATTHEW B. VADER, VADEH a (UM0.00M 


*Thank you for your editorial about Brian [Daley 
in issue 47], I sent copies of it te a lot of friends 
and family. | wept and laughed at your "Brian 
Daley: Gone Salo." 4 brilliant bit of ward play 
that “B” would have enjoyed. (Maybe he did, 
Who's to sayr) LUCIA ST. CLAIR ROSSON foIToOR'S 
NOTE; Fobson fs Lhe widow of Daley, who sadly 
passed away fast pear. She (and Sriane) should 
be cheered to feara that the comic adaptation of 
the first book of Ais Han Solo trifagy (Han Solo 
At Stars’ End) wfff be reprinted by Dore Herse 
Comics, 


*/) fad never seen ANH on the @1 drove 45 miles so | could see Shan Maes: The Special! Baition with my 
big screen before, and there's best friend—the friend with whom | saw o7aa Wars 10 times in LOY T-TE, 
something dhewet seeing it in a In all these years, | was abways the one to “keep the faith” and collect 
theater that just makes me all the cards, magazines, posters and information | could ger, but owon 
want fo yell at the top of my she could see the subtle enhancements in the Speca! Loliion, such as 
lungs every time a famous shot the ship taking off from Mos Eisley when Luke and Ben are looking ar it 
comes on the tereen or a cher- Cron thar far-off bhaff, Every time I saw something new and looked over 
acter says a famous fine, As a at her to see if she had noticed, I saw a big prin on her face. It wae truly 
matter of fact, BAai's fuge ; ——E A magical expericnes, and | thank 
what / aia im not saying that 
the mowie was perfect. | was a 
fittele upset that they aidn’t 
include the scene with luke, 
Biggs, Fixer and Camiée on 
Tatooine. However... | loved the 
fabéa geene, the dewback 
scene, the enfanced Battle of 
Endor and other additions that 
were purely trivial, fife the 
probe dreid, the CG Jawas and 
the labor drovds. ZACH PRICE, 
Zecha@erchdtech, com 


George Lucas for the opportunity to see 
this classic movie in the theater apain. 
PATTI, MPH2187iacl.com 


+ Seeing the films on the big screen is were 
derful enough, but Lucas put some other 
goodies in, toa, $0 it's even Beiter, The Spe- 
cial Fditiens have also helped lure my 
younger brother Brandan inte the Sra Maas 
universe, and he and I canmot wait for the 
prequels, and hopefully the sequels. No mat- 
ter what problems you have, whether it be 
echool, work, money, whatever... you can al- 
ways count on being able to find comfort in 
that "galaxy far, far away". BRIAN HUS¥AR_ 
RHA, com 


& After aq won frat seemed Mike @ 
lifetime, saw the Stan Wars Spe- 


cial Edition, As o fonmp-stonding ; 
fan who saw the original release on STAR WARS is my favorite movie of all +The Special Edition of 


the hig screen, J hed high expecta. ‘fre ane if represents everything great S7ag Waas was awesome! | 
tiens, and it did not disappoint, lout my childhood. I have seen the Spe- loved Jabba the Hutt and 
The sound, the coloring, the subtle hal Edition several times, and even Eoba Fett, Was that the 
and #al-so-subtle enhancements though some of the additions are great, ¢ Outrider taking off from 
were all incredible (I particularly "7 thorougAly disappointed! Greedo nev- the Mos Eisley spaceport? 
liked the additional starmiroapers 7 shot first. That scene established Han AARON ATKINSON, aatkin- 
awaiting Han ashe rounds the cor- Felo az the slick, pirate, smuggler! Sure, so@mail.orion.org EDITOR'S 
neron his run through the Death aye in the "90s it’s not very PC to have  WoTE: Fes, good catch! 
Star). The enhanced Mos Eisley, @ ero shoot an enemy in cold bfood, but 

Jabba and Death Stor ettack '#is movie wesna't made in the "90s. There are so many things 





scenes more than make the film MIKE, Grasfdiaol.com | could say about the expe- 
worth seciog again on fhe big tience of seeing all three 
aCreen. PALL MAO, Sydney, Special Fdition films on the big screen, but those things seem inadequate. Be- 
aiantalta cause, in the end, that’s exactly what it was: an experience. lexperienced the 


I’ve just seen ROTI, and S148 Wass trilagy. That's something that does not happen terribly often. This is 
all f can say is, “Let the the most important thing I'm taking away from all of this. This is the rare and 
prequels begin!” starrvew precious gift fram Mr. Lucas that | will always treasure, AMY ELATIY, 
LEACH, Roseville, CA ELATIWOuabna edu 





Sinton f was id, When f saw Staa Waa Chat samnmer, / was ienmediately smitten, The 1 WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH TOU MY 
part that truly inspired me. however, was the flying. (set my sights on trying to a¢- THEORY OM WHAT SPECIES YODA 15, 1 BE- 
tend the Air Force Academy and became a ._ — LIEWE HE MAY BE A 
Bifot. When George tucas came wp with Afs ee ee VERY OLD JAWA. HE 
great story, | redoubled my efforts and was selected toa the Academy fn so7d. / have DOES WEAR SIMILAR ROBES 10 THAT OF A 
isince! Flown aff Rina's of alrcraft, anc am still a pilot with the Arizona Air Nationa! | AWA'S, AND WEAVE MEVER SEEM WHAT A 
Guard and a mejor US afriine, | credit Lucas and Ais excellent creative team with fhe [AAS FACE DOOKS LIME. THIS MAY SOUND 
final impetus te persue my dreams of flight and yy career. s800 STEPNEAS, Tucson, AZ ALITTLE RIDICULOUS, BUT IT MAY BE COR- 
RECT. (0 ALUMS, Gana Point, 08 





WE INVITE your comments, criticisms, ge and suggestions. Bul, please. do not send unsolicited ideas, articles or art for lueastilm. 
Sorry, we cannot read or itn them on to Lucasfilm, All such submissions will be returned to the sender. wntead. Mail letters to: Sror Woes Garay Macaze, 
Communiqués, One Whitehall $1., Hew York, HY wooo, Or e-mail us at swgmtoppsmaol.com. We reserve the right to edit letters for length and clarity. 
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THE SPECIAL EDITION 





UA MASHED 
ACTORS FROWSE 
(LEFT), BUL: 
LOCH fAROWE) 
AMD MAYHEW 
APPEARED 
WITH THEIR 
CHARACTER 
SELVES AT THE 
RECEMT DISHET 
MGM STUDIOS’ 
CELEBRATION 
OF THE SPECIAL 
ERIFIOMS. 


To help celebrate the zoth anniversary of 

Svae Warr and the release of the Trifogpy Special Feaition, 
Disney World recently teamed with Lucasfilm and the touring Men Behind the 
Masks to present a series of special Disney Sean Waar Weekends, 

In conmrction with its popular Star Tours attraction at Disney MOM Studios, 
several of the trilogy's brightest stars appeared for five weekends in late Janu- 
ary and March. Carrie Fisher (Princess Leia) joined the Men Behind the Masks 
troupe—David Prowse (Darth Vader), Peter Mayhew (Chewbacca), Anthony 
Daniels (¢-3P0), Kenny Boker (R2-b2), Warwick Davis (Wicket the Ewok) and 
jeremy Bulloch (Boba Fett), They all chatted with quests, signed autographs and 
made their mark in the cement of the Last Coast's version of Grauman's Chinese 
Theater, The event was so successful, plans are already underway for a possible 
“sequel” later this year or carly in 1998, 
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~ COLDEN 
“MOMENTS 


FOR KIDS 


‘Golden Fooks, the sterling 
publisher of children's books, 
has released A oseries of peer 
SC nite STAR WARS storybooks and 
activity books. Three different 
storybooks retell the ewents: of 
the trilogy to tes youngest 
admirers, and each includes 20 
washable tattoos. On the ac- 
tivity front, Golden ‘Books 
introduces STAR Wane coloring 
E books, purzle-and-maze boobs, 
sticker bood: and a at frr- 
& | the-darke Beak. : 






WHAT'S UPCOMING 


EE Ht «@F Mi 


DARK HORSE 


may = The six-issue mini-series Dark Force 
Rising—written by Mike Baron, with pen- 
cils by Terry Dodson and inks by Kevin 
Nowlan—begins shipping monthly. 

JUNE - The first of five, monthly Teles of the 
Jedi: Fall of the Sith Empire (below), writ- 
ten by Kevin J. Anderson with art by 
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TO TLIE-DYE FOR 


fiqvid Afue, @ Lineoln, Ri-Gased Tashirf aad Tih fighters. Liguria Aiae Stan 
company, bas joined with Lucasfilm fo create Wars T-Shirts are oveiioble of svch 
Aigi-end Stak Wars Ts. “We an excited about sores as Mustcbond, Jf 0. Penney 
bringing our anigae te-dpe style aad sopbisicat- aad Blockbuster. 
cd grenhics fo tis property,” says overer Poul : a 
Roidoulis, Many of the shirts pos-eeeeeen2-=-------- ; 
jeaiare differest characters, 
creatures and veblcies on 
front and baeks AT-ATY 
fuke, #2-027/C0.3P0. Afse 
included are Foda, Chew- 
bocca, Boba Pen, Sarid Peo- 
me, fe Millennium Faleon 
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Toe enter the random drawing, dared your mame, age, odl- oA 

dress and shit size in a letter or em # povteard to T-shirt ‘ 

t 
i 








Giveaway, Sra WF ar daca, Crew Whitehall 5E,, 
rar York, KY 16s ici must be received bey duly ar. 
gat. Winners wil pemall * ti 
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Darria Carrasco Jr, and Mark Heike, begins shipping. 
AUGUST - Originally scheduled for June, Boba Fett: Murder 
Most Foul! (above), by John Wagmer and Cam Kennedy. 
SEPTEMBER - S7ae Mans: The Profece! Offensive. This 48-page 

one-shot, featuring the droids, is written by former Dark 
Horse Sran Waas editor Ryder Windham, with art by Igor 
Eordey. Anthony Daniels provides the dialogue for C-3P0. 
MOVEMBER - The six-issuce Lost Commend adaptation by Mike 
Baron and Edvin Blukovic begins monthly publication. 
DEcKMOGe = Shadows of the Empire: Evolution. A comics sequel 
to the SAadows of fhe Empire novel will be written by the 
book's author, Steve Perry, and drawn by Ron Randall. 


LE 


a Bos 





rrowsnes fo peer vie crowds, 
in amonge! fre stars, one man 
state te fimelignhe. 


exciaimned fucas, “Sr's fike reliving 


JOLLY OL 


EE E aE iE Et EE ety fife is herd to beheve is oct 
4 aly happening again.” 

LEFT: MAYHEW, 
BAKER, LUCAS, 
DAHIELS, HAM« 
ILL. AIGAT: 
PRINCE CHARLES 
GREETS LUCAS, 
PRODUCER RICK 


3 
_ Star Wars, the film then nme 
lutionizedt cinema, Aad its oninral 
London prenvlere af ihe Leicester 
: Square Qdeon an December 27, 
Ga Paurtday, Werch 20, 
ho97, Stan WARS cone Fornre, 


iayy 


Lercester Sauare was Gorse of 
fhe seams with feverioh fons doping 
fo catch @¢ plimpor af the stars 


MeECALLUM, 
Ter petence woes newonded whet 
Georee Lucas, Mork Afamill, Ag- tena AND 
frowy Gerntels, Peter Mayhew ond DAMIELS. 





Kenay Boker stepped from their 






















Bie FORTUNA 
AVAILABLE: bd fa | | 







Kenner/Hasbro previewed 
an incredible array of more than yo 
new Srae Waas; Power of the Force figures, 


Falr in Now York Clty. Twenty” 
maker came out with its sriginal sa 
the Number 1 boys’ toy!in” the im 






offer Grand Moff Tarkin, an Agp. droid, 
4-LOM, Ponda Baba, Weequayy Nien 
Hunb and Yak Face. 





SLAVE LEIA 
AVAILAELES WEEUST 


ata 


“TES cvmazinig:, 


Serra LUKE 
oe ABLES au ces Li 


vehicles and playsets at this, year’ = annual Toy 
after the toy", 
Waes line, i's, 
ry Look! ow" 
items to begin showing up in stores this SUMMET  S 
Besides the sampling,shown here, Kenner williy 


fa the sancteryt oy the Lheater 
iiself, the audience anticipared the 
erival of Hrs Hoye! Higdaess, 
Priace Charles, whose Prince's 
Trest chonty tee screening benefit. 
ad, afd STAR WARS! 


The special 





AT-AT w/DRIVER 
;! AMD COMMANDER 
‘ AVAILAMLE? August 





Edition. Tie a won regaled fhe guests with a Wve: 
ier readiion of Jobn Miao roacing thee before 
Prince Chavet anived te a royal fanfare, 

Laces introduced fis mesiegece fo tre audience, 
and then it beran. They cheered the fit appearance 
of C-2PO. Derdth Vader wes dised and booed. Me 
spectacular destruction af the Dect 
Ster elicited roucing apploure. 

The premiere coted thousands af 
dofiers for the Prince's Trust, ane 
browget the world's most succesful 
Jilres baek roog covatry where, of 
course, fo hod never réaily pone 
away. Buidence of she filra‘s onauniag 
appeal was everywhere Shee ii. 
Stan Warns fowcked one ard all 

(This story wag excerpted from a 
rept filed by Jfenrcus Hicarn, cdifer 
ofthe Sritish Stan Wars Magazine.) 








DOES DACOBAH 


Gifted [mages Publishing has released a mew 
ran Maas limited-edition lithograph by fared 
fantasy artist Boris Vallejo. Chooting « stene from 
The Empire Striker Back, Bons has depicted Luke 
Slowalker training under the watchful Jedi Master 
Yoda on Dagobah, Almest hiddem in the mist is 
the sinigter Darth Vader with his lightsaber curing 


) through the fog ie mi 
T € Long An Boris, whoee bold portrayal of the droids was i 
be “ca 


among the highlights of Topps” Galaxy 2 card se ft 
ries, considers Stake Haas “an enormous la andimnark 
Shorts () It in film, [ft promoted change in science fiction and 
fantasy for all filmes to cone.” E ae 
ATL S00 of Bons’ rae Mars lithes have ee, ifl- 
, dividually numbered and signed by the artist, 
Want fo Feel the grip of the Force around They can be purchased at selected art galleries 
your neck? How abaut your waist? Mo nted = and specialty stores or by calling 1- 800- HT OR, 
be lick off Vader to de sonot with Balpo 

















Tew silk ties feabare familia f 
images, including Ihe classi 


Hem drawing, end your same, age ard 





as x ‘ rt aT er om & poecard te Boris Civeaway, i 
paiier art. bess visibbe but OF Macanar, One Whitehall $1, Hew York, KY | 
Marli r | test Sar Wi oh i Sof ad Pua be received by July 98, heey. Wirinees ! 

arlin § latest Log Bae és c i ed by mail. ; 


yi 









READY FOR 





Topps gearing up te give Sie Maer =: 
fans yet another trading card series 
dedicated to the trilogy. This time it's 
a high-tech set all about the fantastic _ 
vehicles and spaceships of Srax eae 
from Han Solo's trusty Millen nivey 

Falcon to the imperial TIE fighter, ‘from 












the inside and outside | look at aie : 
makes these vehicles tick. 
Stan Wares Vehbeles tip lds the 
first detailed compilation of ‘the saga” s majorand 3 - 
minor vehicles in-one all-encompassing 72-card set. Fifty card fronts. 
feature newly commissioned artwork of vehicles; the card backs feature statistics ae 
and species = each pratt: Bill Smith, a former Stak Peaas roleplaying: game editor/writer ieee a 





unis 


the Buse 


IS BACK 


tong before flying Caasters 
inbabited computer screens, they 
starred fh a clewer Stan Wass paro- 
ay appropriately titled Hardware 
Wars Originally released in oo77, 
the spoof folfowed (he satirical 
ddventures of Filuge Starbucker, 





Ham Seated) Auger “Hen® Dagele. 

Riddell, the company known for its meticulously detailed replicas of pro football Princess Anne-Droid, 4-O-2, Artic 
helmets, is now tackling Smaur Wass with a line of exquisitely handcrafted Authentic Deca and Barph Nader One was 
Mintature Helmets. Produced at 45% scale—about like a pood-size prapelruit—ol the  Agrd’-presced not to chuckle at tie 
movie originals, cach helmet is mounted on a swivel base that's hat stamped with an steamn-Jron opacedhip thet afead in 





Imperial or Rebel logo and a certificate of authenticity from Lucastilm Lich for t#e Millennium Falcon 

The initial collection of five includes an ingeniows Darth Vader replica,..which So now, fa re-Aomage te the 
comes in three pieces—helmet, face and neck—a stormtrooper, C-3PO) [nis eyes Al triapy aad its preterm fo theeters, 
wp. X-wing pilot [with movable visor ond detachable chin strap) and Boba Fett, Each. Afchee! Werete Predivctiens fats re 
helmet can be removed frog its ditplay base for closer inspection, and petal prices ~ teased Hardware Warse-The Special 
Trane (rom around 370 to 85 


re fig 


"West End Games and the author of The Eszential 
Guide to FeAicles and Vessels (Ballantine, 996), 
has prepared ultra-detailed text for the backs. — 

= The heart of the set are so cards belng itlustrat- 
ed by the stable of exciting comic book artists at 

— Top Cow Studios (Witchblade, Cyber Force auch 

-> hot names a4 Brandon Peterson, Trent Kaniuga and 

= Mathan Cabrera. The title card is being Wlustrated 

> by top Cow's top dog Mare Silvestri, 

Beyond Smith's and Top Cow's so contributions, 

the set includes nine cards filled with informative 
battle specs, a three=card subset featuring the Fal- 
con's inner mechanisms, eight character cards and 
a checklist card. Add to those a series of bonus In- 
sett cards produced with never-before-seen tech- 

nology. to create the first multi-level otemey 


at etgerT? 


SS2°i tees 




















walker} and the ser ota shuttle Tydiriunt—have a se acineunlh acs 

‘etate overlay, allowing the viewer te peel away a layer of each vehicle to 

reveal various components, from armored hulls to intricate innards. 

. There are also two Vehicles aD insert cards highlighting the bold art of Chris 
‘Moeller, one randomly inserted inside every 36 packs. One more bonus to the 

consumer isa redemption offer, a card replacing a regular one in every 360 

packs, which can be ex- eee ee ore ae a ee en at a] 


Be changed for anexclusives.x | @GAataAxy GIVEAWAY! | 
w § full-color gD version of the i : 
pony ' ‘Topps ls giving away io complete sete of | 
Moeller painting im its entirety, I ‘Sree Waer Vehlcles trading cards, 1 
Bran Maat Vehlcles will be ‘ To enter thr random drawing, send your name, age are | 
sold in packs of five cards each — 1 address ima letter or ome oneres to Wablelen biog 1 

ee : = Hit Cano Ald, Cet Prahall St, Hare ~ HY 
gat a suggested retail price of ir seme S GaAtis ical ba peated DiTiGHY a, HAT winears 1 
$1.99 pet pack. Watch fora closer | wl be notified by mal } 
look at the set In Issue #12. a a ee = 


Editton, (nciuading 20 agw “special COMING IN AUGUST 


defects." Claiming te be the most ! | | 
prefitadle dnaependent shart fim : 
ever made, Hardware Wars #23 


. 1 
been reaiygiiized @nd remartered., 











7H ae reed Spaceballs be far 





It's pretty much a man, man, man, man world in 
that galaxy far, far away, yet Leia has emerged as 
one of the saga's strongest characters. She's a 
princess, Rebel warrior, wife amd mother. Leia is 
also a modern-day role model. In the next isswe 
we'll examine all sides of her persona as revealed 
in the Srae Warr films, books, comics and games. 


® Rebecca Moetta, co-amthor with Bevin |. Anderson ot the 

Foweg Jedi Koights young-adelt book series, will offer a unique 

ireative on Leia and ber interaction mith other characters 

# An action-packed, art: and pheto-filled Leia poster 

# The making ef the all-new fre Maer Vehicles trading card 

sevies coming this iammer from Topps. 

Plus... Prequel news... new product reviews... toys & 

ie ; collectibles, including an exclusive price list... “Mar FX” on ; 
He FARCE 1S BACK! the history of special effects. “Fanlastic Fans” All-Leia Trivia contest. 

me iiee giveawayi.. and much mare! 





Success for Mario Chiodois 


Hilusive 





hott 


The California sculptor is living his dream, Are classic movie replicas 
ranging from Frankenstein's monster to Darth Vader 


He has just turned 36, but 
Mano Chiodo sees his life so far 
as careening from one turming 
point to another. Luckily for him 
and « growing legion of S748 
Wars fans, the turns have all 
been in the right direction. Chio- 
do, a sculptor and entrepreneur 
whose work already has had a 
mapor impact on the Halloween 
industry, has taken his lowe for 
George Lucas’ palaxy inte an 
exciting new business that 
te get grander with al- 
most every new creation. His 
latest, however, is the ome he's 
always dreamed af doing—a 


afemg 


full-size bust of the Dark Lord of 


Ue oath. 
Chiodos company, Ilusive 
Originals, isn't making just any 


Barth Vader bust Neo, 
will duplicate the momentous 
instant at the end of Renem of fe 
Jedi when Luke Skywalker re- 


this one 


moves fis dy¥ing fathers mask 
sO that he and Anakin Skywalker 
can gaze directly at each other 
for the first—and last—time. It 
if &@ moment of redemption. 
and Mario Chindo (pronounced 
key-OH-doh) is busy capturing 
it int latex, glass liber, leather 
and wadl 





“There was just something 
ghout Darth Wacker that [loved 
from the very first time [ saw 
Srae VWeaes, o this piece really 
holds special meaning tor me, 
Chiade says. 

Even sa, Chiodo's path ta 
Vader wasn't an easy one, al- 
though in retrospect i 


nt fia 


SOLS a3 


CHIDO HOPES 
HIS VADER? 
AMAKIM SEY- 
WALEER-THOWH 
HERE STILL AS 
AH UWFIHISHED 
WORK IH FRO- 
GRESS-THRMS 
OUT TO BE AS 
SUCCESSFUL AS 
HIS SOLB-00T 
YODA. 





much preordalned as the fate of 
a certain young farm boy on 
Tatooine. “] can remember even 
as 4 four- er five-year-old being 
fascinated 
tasy and most of all, Franken- 
stein's monster, be recalls, “It 
seems like just yesterday, be- 
couse [ sa clearly remember 


with cancatures, fan- 


eceing The Aride of Frankenstela 
on TW. My brather had all the 
Aurora plastic monster kits. amd 

wis just spellbound by it all. I 
started drawing Frankenstein's 
manster in my closet of all 


BY STEVE SANSWEET 


places—maybe it was the dark- 
ness and the atmosphere—with a 
pencil or a pen. And that was thie 
firsk furuing point, my drive to 
create or be part of the fantasy," 

By the time Chiodo was mine, 
he had begped and worked his 
way (mowing lawn) into having 
his parents buy him some clay. 
His mother and father never 
pusted hirn, they just made the 
materials available and the envi- 
Trenment amenable te his artistic 
explorations. “IT had been draw- 
ing and paincing wp watil thar 
timer, but when T got the clay, a 
light bulb wene on. It was so 
easy to manipulate. OF course, 
my first piece was the Pranken- 
Stein monster, ard if jus wert 
on from there. 1] bought every is- 
Sue Of Fernans ivenstied maga- 
zine, and was even feabured in if 
& few times ("The Fan of a 
Thousand Faces"). Amd I just 
kept practicing.” 

Surprisingly, the Oakland, 
Calif.. native didn’t gravitate ta 
art classes in school: he was 
self-taupht. “1 didn’t play sports 
Ort high stn! Pad always po 
home after class and sculpt. 1 
had this dream frem the time | 
was 10 that this is what | was 
Boing to do for my life's work, 
sqnehow, some way.” ALDer en 
tering high school, Chieda tried 
everything he could to hook up 
with the film industry toa sculpt 
creatures and props. His persis- 
tere led fo work on Some very 
low-budget productions (such as 
Grecula's Ousciple] that provided 


=" 





leaming human anatomy. [Dalso went to cosmetology achool and 
worked for Vidal Sassoon himself. in the process, | learned the 
beauty and anatomical aspects of design. When | was 20, | decided 
to po inte business for myself.” 

Chiodo asked his parents to-give him one year to see if he could 
make itowork. Ais dad took out a loan for an “astronomical” 36,000 
for him: a relative tec hin ue ancold building he owned as a studio 
for just $50 a month. “At that time Thad practically mo assets.” Chic- 
do-recalls. “I had nwo pairs of jeans, and they were covered by latex 

Paint. So even pong Ou on a date was hard (He 
eventually did, married and he and his 
Wife Karen now have two daughters, 
apes 2 amd 5, | 

Chiodo worked nonstop de- 
Sigming and bunkding Halloween 

products, “| tied ta do some= 
thing different, more movie- 
like, | came up with 10 large 
masks and a gory ghoul chest 
piece” He scraped up 32,000 for 
a booth and airfare ta Chicago 
for the industry &s Halloween 
trade show, He had no idea 
WELL bo expect when he en- 
tered the cavernous hall to 
set up his lone table in an 

eiphi-loot booth. It was de- 












































food experience, if mo money. “Ie 
was almost like me paying them 
to wse some of my stult.” he 
laughs. 

Upon seeing S74an bars, 
Chiodo's first thowght was: 
“How can 1 be part of 
that?” He was enthralled 
with Darth Vader because he 
was the equivalent of Frankenstein s 
monster. “He was the bad guy you love to hate,” 
says Chiada. 


pressing to see the big 
companbes With their enine 
rows: Filled with prochwet. 
The next momning (after a fitful night's sloop 
ina cheap motel with “orange shag carpeung 


= 


When he learned that George Lucas 
had established an operation in the San 
Francisco Bay area for his mext STar 
Vaes film. he tied “in every way pos 


on the ceiling"), Chiodo was taken aback as 
he approached his humble table. “| saw all 
sible” to pet invelved in a design or these people lined up around the corner 
fabnication position, but he: caulein't and thought, ‘Whats going on here Pe] 
connect with the right people. “It 


wis one of the most Frustrating 


looked claser—and they were waiting al 





eorcbers! | knew that wis 





Aiy tabhe to ple 

aa EW the tumunp p 
F 

Chiadoa booked more than 53150,000 in 





nobnts in my life, But the irony is that 
I i r 


if [ had taken that route, | propably = 
cia a Pa ny AT Pees irk ak cme show. and r retailer: 
wouldn't have my company today and : orders at that one show, and major retailers 


be choing the things we dio. ordered even more aftenvard. Then he had 


After high school, Chiodo was at 





RE Lo fimuire CHuc how to Pp FOOUCE SO Many muisks 





another crozsroads. “I could be the “] called! all my relatives. | come from a 





sirumiling artist of go fo college, which 





eloge-knit Italian family. where everybody 
| did for a semester and a half.” His pulls for one another. Soon, my parents, 
major? Preemed! “] wanted ta my brothers and my sisters-in- 
fake myself as rounded as law were all in Ube studio 


possible, sa 1 painting masks 





started and packing 


orders. My 








the hair, and one of my brothers 
Built some of the equipment.” 
Chiodo himself worked on every 
Eingle piece that year. In the 1? 
years since then, he's designed 
and produced more than 3.000 
different Halloween products. 

About 4 year later, he was 
approached by Bill Atchison, the 
former owner of Paper Art, 
which had «a Halloween division. 
The two formed a new conpra- 
ny, The Great Cover-Lip, which 
eventually ought out Don Post 
Studios and became Party Pro- 
fessionals. After nearly five 
Years, as the company mowed 
mere in the direction of mass merchandise, Chic- 
do left and formed his own new company in 1986, 
MWusive Concepts, 

“Deeded ta be my own base and de my ovin 
thing,” he says, “l spent a year designing, and then 
Bot a financial backer whe was inberested in & 
‘Fecrari’ line of big. esotic masks.” The line was an 
instant success and helped create a new interest 
in Halloween with Chigdo’s oversize fantasy 
masks, Iusive quickly became a mvulti-millien dol- 
lar business with make-up, costumes and cdecora: 
tions added toa the mask lines 

Stil, Chieda was anxigue fo Branch oul inte 
the mowie-telated field, Abeowt four years aga, he 
met with Lucagilm’s Director of Merchandising, 
Julia Russo, “She said, “You're doing all this stuff 
with foam latex and fabrics already, why don't you 
take maquettes [small sculptures used as miedels 
to create full-size items]?’ We all looked at 
each other, ane the first thing that came to my 
mind was Yoda. We quickly hammered aut the 
contract” 

Chiade discavercd that the foam and latex 
Yoda puppet uted in the movies had deverborated, 
although there were fragments in the Lucasfilm 
Archives and a few reproductions from the origi- 


iy 








TO CREATE THE 
HAH SOLO 1H 
CAREQRITE 
REPLICA, THE 
ILLUSIVE TEAM 
HAD TO MANE 
A HEW SILICO 
MOLD BASED 
OM THE ORIGI- 
NAL PROP. 
THE FINISHED 
FROBUCT 15 
FULL SIZE AWD 
WEIGHS MORE 
THAH 75 LBS. 


~ nal molds on display at Skywalk- 
er Ranch and Industrial Light & 


Magic. He calibrated and exten- 


_ sively photographed what re- 


Thained and actually blacked out 
the besunnings of the clay sculp- 
ture on-site to make sure it 


would be aecurate, The sculp= 


ture passed the stringent Lucas- 
flim approval process on its firet 
try, although onc of Yoda's 
warts had to be moved over less 
than a half inch for the sake of 
accuracy. The coloring scheme 
took five attempts “because 
there are go many versions, and 
Woda looks different from scene 
to scene.” Finding the right ma- 
terial for Yoda's cloak was an- 
other challenge, considering 
that the onginal was made fram 
a British drapery. 

With the Yoda prototype as 
a sample of his work, Chiode 
called on other movie studios, 
Before long he was making 
replicas for properties ranging 
fram Ster Trek ta Universal 
Monsters. His companys col- 
lectibles division, (Wusive Orngi- 
nals. now has 22 Hallywood 
lipenses., 

Production of Chicde's Yoda 
was limited to 9.5000 worlkdwade. 


A third of those were marketed in Japan. Yoda sold aut at wholesale 
AbGUE @ Year apo: originally priced at S400, i's been advertised for 
as much as $1,000 in the secondary market 

Aroune the time he struck his deal with Lucas, Chiede was 
approached by C55 Industies, and after much theaght and discus- 
ston, he and his partners agreed toe be purchased by (55 and are 
now part of its Paper Magic Group, which makes seasonal items. 





The transaction gave [lusive the financial support 
toa po afber more impressive licenses for its col. 
lectibles division, to grow the Halloween business 
by 40% and toe build a state-of-the art, 150,000- 
square-foot factory on the Texas-Mexico border. 

AS Ube Yode replica was Being produced, Illu- 
sive decided to produce small latex busts—not ex- 
actly replica props or maquettes—ol Boba Feit 
and Admiral Ackbar. Editions of 9,000 pieces cach 
sald well, although “they didn't have nearly the 
degree of esocitement of our larger pieces.” Chiacde 
concedes. Also, making Pett was quite a feat: It re- 
quired 17 different molds because of the complexi- 
ty of the bounty hunter's suit and cquipment, “I 
Went to the Luicasiilm Archives and tried an the 
suit myself” Chiodo recalls. Painting: the brest wins 
another issue because dillerent pieces were used 
in different scenes, “We finally decided on colors 
that made the plece Jook like what people saw on 
the screen,” he wdcis. 





-Musive's Jabba the Fiutt—all | 
5M virtually sotd-cut at whole. | 
sale—was closer to an actual © 
Maquette. Musive is now prepar- 
iia deluxe, even more limited 
oedinon of inthe that will inchide 
his omate throne, sidekick Sala- 
cious Crumb and other accouter- 
ments: The deluxe Jabba iz 
scheduled: to ba releasind some- 

Tine this furriner, 

One of Whasive's most excit- 
ing pleces to-date isa full-size 
Teplica of Han Solo frosen in cars 
bonite. Limited ta 2.500, it is 
sclling quickly, despite its price 
of 31,300-51,500. Miusive may 
Preduce a quarter-size version 
with lights. Also under consider- 
ation is another Woda, in a difer- 
ent pose, with his equipment 
anid in a swamp setting, all inside 
A case, 

To create the Man in car- 
bonlte, Chiodo and several of his 
employees retumed to the anchives and studied the onsinal mold, 
only te find the silicon tom in many places. They cleaned it, poured 
a “positive” cast inte it, brousit tt back te Whosive headquarters in 
nearby Concord, Calif, and repaired some of the damaged parts. 
They then made a new silicon mold, from which the first 50 glass 
fiber pleces were produced. Each one weighs between 75 and $0 
pounds, depending on how much places fiber was necessary, and 
took nearly seven days te make. 

At the Mew York Toy Fair in February, Mlisive previewed amoth- 
er mew plece, a replica of the rancor from Aetwn of the Jed, bt will be 
on a cold-cast base that looks exactly like the dungeon thoor under 
Jabba's throne, right down to faux bones of the beast's victims 
“Every inch of the piece is identical to the stop-motion puppet used 
in the film, and it takes 16 separate molds to produce it,” Chiodo 
says. The price will be armund 3450, and it will be ready for ship- 
ment in several months. 








SHOWN HERE 1H 
THE WORKSHOF, 
CHIODOS HEW 
RAHCOR BEAST 
BERUTEG AT 
THIS YEAR'S 
TOT FAGR IH 
MEW YORK. 


TLLOSIWE'S 
JAEBA THE 
HUTT MAQUE- 
TTE 1§ HEAELY 
IDERTICAL TO 
THE ORIGINAL 
MODEL USEO 
TO BUILG THE 
FULL-SIZE 
JABBA FOR 
RETURN OF 
THE JEDI. 


se _A Chewbacca head. which 
has only been produced in small 


numbers so far, is being redone 


es to make it look even more like 
the fabled Wookiee. The head is 


higher from the base, the meuth 
and eyes are slightly reposl- 
honed and the hair is diferercct. 

Among all his creations, it's 
chear that the apple of Chioda's 
eye le the new Darth 
Vader Anakin Skywalker life. 
size bust. “Vader's up there with 
the Frankesstein moister as my 
faverite film character.” he read- 
iby achinits. 

In designing Vader, Chiodo 
rast molds from the orginal oo 
tume pleces at Lucasfilm, The 
bust inclides a replica of the 
original helmet and two-part 
mask, shoulder pieces and 
neck chest piece all im glass 
fiber, a “capelet™ in fabric and 
leather with a chain, and part of 
Vaders nbbed leather costurne. 
Underveath is the defonmed face 
of Anakin Skywalker as seen 
naar the end of ted! The face is 
foam-latex, with acrylic eyes 
and yak hair for eyebrows, The 
limited edition of 9.500 pieces 
will sell for about $1,000 begin- 
ning around July. 

Meanwhile, Chindo has a 
new J7TAR Maas item on his 
drawingboard: a 3D wall hang- 
ing tf at least one inlogy poster, 
and perhaps one from each film 
Another idea is lo recreale 4 
classic scene im three dimen- 
sions, Which might extend sev- 
eral feet cut from the wall, The 
pieces would incarnporate Labrie, 
hair and other materials, There 
alsa might be replicas of some 
of the new creatures from the 
f7rae Waes Special Aditvor, such 
as the newly designed dewback 
and the rorvba. 

Mario Chioede remains an en- 
thusiastie Sr Hous fan even as 
he becomes an increasingly suc- 
eCessful businessman. “I am 
thankful every day, | do not take 
this lightly,” he says. “lam able 
to do what I've always wanted, 
on @ level [ wanted, and to com- 
trol and create. Sometimes [ 
have te pineh mysell” bbe 


hey A 





Aiter his confrontation 
with Luke Skywalker 
in Cloud City, Darth 
Vader travels to his 

masters remote 

stronghold to deliver a 
special prize to the 
Emperor. Follow the 

Dark Lord of the Sith in 

this original Srae Waes 
roleplaying adventure 
trom West End Games. 
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Darth Vader calms himself. the Imperial shuttle slows for the 
approach te the Emperer’s fortress at Mount Tantiss. The Dark Lord does not fear the 
impending audience with his master. He knows that failure never casts a favorable 
light on anyone. Vader himself has ruthlessly punished the failings of his subordinates. 
But the Emperor is more concermed with news of Luke Skywalker, mot with berating 
his minions. We, Vader is net afraid to account for his wctions. He fears what it is that 
hes delivering to Palpatine. 

It has only been a few days since the young Jedi escaped his carefully planned 
tap in Cloud City. Vader knows the Emperor is aware of his inability to seduce Sky- 
walker to the dark side. His master stems to be satished knowing Vader has taught 
the impatient Jedi a lesson in anger and fear. Te Dark Lord has been summoned to 
Wayland—far from the prying eyes of the Core Worlds—to present the trophy of his 
batthe with young Skywalker, 

The shuttle wings fold upward as the vessel cases into a docking bay carved in the 
mountain. The transport box next to Vader is not large. yet he can already feel its 
weight, His master walle to take possession of what is inside. The shadows behind Vad- 
er stir, betraying the two Moghri hiding there. Kohvrekhar and his clan-brother Ghazhak 
had lecsted the trophy and helped Vader recover it, While the Dark Lord rushed back 
to his Super Star Destroyer to await the young Jedi’s capture, the Noghn combed the 


depths of Claud Ciry for what had once 
belonged to Skywalker. After Luke evaded 
Imperial forces with the help of his 
friends, Vader returned to Bespin to per- 
sonally retrieve the Emperor's prize. His 
Moghuni honer guard discovered if with a 
horde of Usnaughts in one of the mining 
faclity’s deeper smelting cores, The crude 
bessts were going to discard the flesh and 
melt the shaft of metal into scrap, Vader 
had “discouraged” them from doing so 
and teok possession of the items himselll- 
The Emperor commanded him to bring 
them immediately to the Mount Tantiss 
strongheald on Wayland. To retum these 
items to the Emperor will be a display of 
loyalty. His master seeme to regard them 
as his own possessions which had long 
apo been stolen. 

The boarding ramp is lowered with a 
hiss, and Darth Vader strides down. The 


transport box is neatly cradled in one 
arm, To anyone else the case would be 
light, but to Wadier it is weighted down 
with fear, memory dad regret. 

Although he dors mot sec them, Vicker 
knows his Moghri honor guard are mear- 
by. They have slipped through the shuaut- 
the's venting steam, then merged with the 
decking bay zhadows. Several staff mem- 
bers had been wating for te alrutile’s ar- 
rival. They had showered him with pleas- 
antics and respectful wards tinged with 
fear. The paliry reception party of lows 
ranking officers does mat concern him— 
Vader walks past them, ignoring the 
leader's Message that the Emperor wish- 
ec to 2e@ him immediately. He marches 
inte the waiting turbalift, his Naghrl @- 
cort fading inte the darkness behind him, 

The box grows heavier as the turbolift 


figes toward the Emperor's 
throne room complex. No honor 
guard can protect burn Fram the 
feelings the box's contents stir 
within him 

The turbolift door slides 
open, revealing a vast hole. 
graphic display of the galaxy. 
The Dark Lord pauses to pice at 
the map. Por a moment he won- 
ders where Skywalker is now 
hiding im that swirling mass of 
Star Systtms, 

Vader steps owt along the 
walkway and approaches his 
master, Guards attend ta mat- 
ters at tee platform contral con- 
soles Nanking a stairway. The 
steps lead up te the thro frorr 
the wide balcony, offering the 
Emperor a prand vista of his 
holograptie domain. 

The Emperor's voice is a 
weak sneer cackling across the 
room, “Leave your servants be- 
hind, Lord Vader. This business 
docs mot concern them.” Two 
Royal Guards hover menacingly 
on each side of the Emperor's 
thrane, For a split second, the 
Dark Lord secretly wonders if 
they would be amy match for his 
alien escorts. ust as quickly, he 
brushes the thought from his 
mind—he could mever betray his 
master, Vader raises a hand, and 
the Nopghri retreat, leaving their 
liege alone with the Emperor, 

Vader ascends the stairs, 
then kneels before his master, 

“Rise, my friend,” the Ernper- 
er croak. “Tell me of your con- 
test with young Skywalker.” 

Vader explains his intricate 
plan to lure Slopwalker to Cloud! 
City by termenting his friends. It 
had mot been a successful en- 
counter for either of them. Pinal- 
ly, with the help of his Rebel 
companions, Skywalker had 
managed to escape, Still, Luke 
had suffered a great defeat—the 
loss of his right hand 

“| have already reviewed 
Admiral Pictt's report of your 
activities on Bespin,” the Em- 
Peror says 
you did moat snare the young 
Jedi. His powers have grown, 
indeed, Perhaps he might 


“Tt is unfortunate 


my 


someday match your abilities, my friend. Still, 
you managed ta wound him and infect him wath 
fear, This can only be to our advantage during 
your next confrontation.” 

The Emperor watches Vader for a mement, his 
eyes lingering on the box. His whispering voice 
sounds distant, almost dreamy with anticipation, =] 
ere you have brought me what Skywalker Jost...” 

Vader hands the box to a Royal Guard, wha 
passes it to the Emperor's waiting grasp. Palpatine 
opens il, revealing a hand and a Jedi's lightsaber 
The lightsaber is the blue-bladed weapon Luke 
had wielded in his confrontation with Vader on 
Bespin. The hand is Luke's, the one Vader hod 
acvered im anger after Skywalker’s lightsaber had 
cleaved inte his own shoulder, 

The items. while welcomed by the 
Emperor, are far more signifi- 
cant to Vader. For the 
Weapon had once be 
longed to another 
Jedi, Skywalker's 
father, Amd the 
hand... was bit 
of the sare 
Aesh and blood 
thal once ran 
through the fa- 
thers Veins? Was ' 
Anakin Skywalker 
truly dened? 

Vader senses 





a familiar 
twinge as he looks at the weapon 
The s:e@ht at the hand, toa, elcits an eene recoepmition, Vader almost feels as if 
surrendering his own hand, Electncity twitches within the Dark Lord's right 
fauntler. He suppresses an uree te Mex it. Instead, he masks his emotions and does 


424in 
he is 


nol make any gesture that might reveal his true feelings 

The cantents of the box may have once been part of him. New they are the 
Emperors. 

“These will have a place of honor in my personal collection,” the Emperor muses, 
entranced by the intricaches of the dead flesh and the well-worn lightsaber, 

“The young Jedi is weak and beaten.” Vader replies, trying to tum the conversa- 
tian. “He will be vulnerable to attack." 










“Yes, D sense that you wish 
to continue your hunt for Sky- 
walker. But do not won about 
him for now. | have foreseen his 
Che Eire is eae yest ces 
Por mow, ‘you 
are to returm to lmperial Center. 
We have other concerms to at- 
tend to....~ 

Vader takes the Emperor's 
cue, and subdues his feelings by 
thinking of his impending duties 

and scheeness, In addition ta 


fare... 
for him to joim us 


OVerseeing Tie Emperor's mew 
consinuctian project, Vader has 
Pressing matters to take up with 
a powechul—and po- 

tenmtially can- 
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Falleen prince 
named Xizor. There will be plen- 
ty of time later te deal with Luke 
Skoywralhoer, ‘all 
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DARTH VADER 

TYPE: DARK LORD DR THE» S1TH * 
DEXTERITY S0- Blaster sD, latter 
artillery 40+) brawling party-70 dodge = 
7D, lightsaber nB+2;-melee combat)70, 
melee parry 90; vehicle blasters ap: 
KNOWLEDGE gD42— Alien species 
~ybtr bureaucracy Obey. cultures 7o,: 
: ‘latiqidabion iotz, languages 601, plane- 


tary tystemsigD, streetwise 7D, survival 
~ BB, Pa Noy willpowet gD) MECHAN- 
CAL Astreqation 7h+4, capital ship 
quanery 80, tapital- ship piloting an, capl-" 
tal ship shields sd) repulsoclift @peération 


sD*2. startig! 


CERTION: aD +4.~ ‘Bargain At command 


ai 


er pileting sap, starship, . 
| gunnery ao, & stip shields-¢b. PER > 


f+, con gd, gambling-4b+1, hide ED+z, 
periuasion Goes, vearch.o0, tneak 5D+2, 


STRENGTH 30 - Erawling 90;-climb- 


ingijamping Joh Uiting- 20+, stamina 


‘EDel TECHNICAL, 3D + Armor repair 
6D«1, capital thip-repair oD. Ughtsaber™ 


repair pOex, security 60's, starlighter 
repair 50." 
SPECIAL ABILITIES: Farce Skills; Com: 


trolabei, senseszDen, alter wb. Vader's - 
Force powers dte-too numerons te list here. 


Th ieebardeter it Forte-sentitive, 
) FORCEPOINTS: &) 
| DARK'SIDE POINTS: 22. — 
} CHARACTER POINTS: vas 
MOVE: no == 


This 


Ts. 
= 


EQUIPMENT: Body armor (+1D.all 
attacks, respirator is necessary to keep 
Vader alive), lightsaber (50). ‘ 


For comparison, keep in mind that-20 


_is amaverage stat for a mermal human. 


Peaple with « professional level of train- 
ing ottenbave 40 im several tkills. Some-_ 
one who's the Berton the planet hat OD in 
a certain shill, Scores close'te az0 often 
reflect thatthe wser is among the best i in 
the qalary.. ° 


Far complete stats ‘om Barth Vides 
after hls mission te Cloud City, see The 
Shadows af the Empire Soorcebook trom 


« Wast End Games. 
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DARTH VADER, DARK LORD OF THE SITH, 
if such @ formidable character that it tagk three ac- 
tors to play him on sereen. David Prowse, the 
elrapping 6°7" former Welsh bodybuilder, gave 
Barth his stature, martial stide and menacing hand 
Bestures such a3 the psychic stranglehold. Darth’s 
electronically modulated baritone growl), which 
lends terror te his slightest utterance, was provided 
by the preat dramatic actor James Earl Jones 
When Vader's helmet ia broken open to reveal the 
fallen Jedi Knight, Luke's father Anakin Skywalker, 
his ravaged but Kindly face is that of the late British 
acter Sebastian Shaw (Shaw was aleo seen at the 
end of Renn of tie wed! as the apparition of Anakin, 
etanding alongside Yoda and Obi-Wan). 

Wader ts one of the mast complex characters in 
the S748 Wows universe, principally because he 
WH Cnice an apent of good before he was corupt- 
é@d and drawn te the dark side of the Porce. As an 
inthiate info the ancient Jedi order, the young 
Anakin Skywalker showed such promise that his 
teacher, Obi-Wan Kenobi, recognized that “the 
Force is strong with this ane"—just as Vader 
would years later feel the strength of the Force in 
his son Luke Skywalker. 

But there are many pitfalls in following the 
Force, as Luke later learned in the Oark Empire se- 
ries of comies from Dark Horse Comics, in which 
he himself was in danger of being taken over by 
the dark side. As Jedi Master Yoda tells Luke, 
fear, anger and aperession can cloud even the best 
person's mind, opening room for the dark side 

Somewhere in has life, Garth let himself suc- 





MARK Fal 


The name Darth Vader cons wre 


the image of ultimate evil... jon 


he die saving his gov’s life? 











Sear ald 





comb. In Gork 2eotre, Luke alse follows the path of the dark side, in 
order ta understand why his father chose it. “] found knowledge 
there... all the dark things Father knew so well...” Luke says, bat “1 
alse found preat isolation and sadness... | fownd fear, These are the 
feelings my father felt.” In Dork Smoire, Leia, who was revealed as 


Luke's sister in Rewer of the Jel, displays same of her own Jedi 








powers that mun so strongly in the Skywalker line 

Although Vader's origins are shadowy, we may be able to guess 
at some of the reasons that brought him to the dark side, We know 
that like hls on, Vader was a matural-born pilot. That may have led 
the young Anakin to a sen 
powers, rather than faith in ¢ 

The turning: point in Vader’s life is recounted by the shimmening, 
apparition of Obi-Wan Kenobi to a startled Luke in Jarrves Kahn's 
novelization of Aeton of the Sedi, Obi-Wan says that he was not as 
good a teacher as Yoda, Emperor Palpatine sensed Anakin's power, 
and lured hhim tea the dark side. “When 0 saw what had become of 
hin, | tried to dissuade him, to draw him back from the dark side,” 
Obi-Wan recalls 

The teacher and student fought an epic lightsaber duel, and 
Anakin tumbled inte an active volcano'’s pit of molten lava. Think- 
ing his student dead in the fery abyss, Obi-Wan retneved Anakin's 
lightsaber, which be would later present to Luke. Anakin emerged 
from the lake of fire scarred in body and soul to become half-man, 


se of pride and overconfidence in his 












half-machine, kept alive by his body armor and breaching apparatus 


Artlat Ralph 
McQuarrie’s 
early concep! 
painting of 
Vader and Loke 
dueling reveals 
the terocions 
natere of the 
Dark lord. 


Ae fay 














Al George 
Lucas request, 
McQuartie and 
fellow concept 
artist John 
Molle feeater 
drawing) 
iketehed Vader 
with flowing 
robes and the 
wide-brimmed 
tamorai helmet, 
both which 
prominently 
contribute ta 
the final, evil 
look of the 
character. 


ree ye 


He became Darth Vader, a soulless killing machine in the service of 
Palpatine, hunting down the last of the Jedi Enigtits in the final days 
of the Old Acpublic. He onbky feels a sense of wholeness in the pres- 
ence of the nefarious Emperor, the only man Vader calle “master” 

Probably the first word that comes to mind when you think of 
Darth Vader ia “evil,” and that's just how George Lucas and the 
artist Ralph MeQuarrie first conceived of him. Back when he was 
trying to sell Sar Wars to Hollywood, Lucas asked McQuarrie for 
help in designing the look of the characters. Lucas said he wanted a 
tall, dark figure in a wide-broimoved samurai helmet and Acwing cape 
who epitomized evil Vader's forceful personality is evidert im Me- 
Quamie's carly concept painting of Vader and Luke dueling in the 
carbon-freezing chamber on the Cloud Cloy of Bespin: He ls there in 
the startling, stature, the dramatic, foor-lenath cape and the gleam- 
ing. fan-like helmet. 

Vader's mask is his most distiective feature. McQuarrie onginal- 
ly theught of it as a kind of space helmet that would allow Vader to 
travel Between ships, but Lucas liked it so much that it became 4 
pemmanent fixture. “We talked about Darth Vader, and I started 
sketching breathing masks,” MeQruarrie recalls in a tilined interview. 
“| came up with ane that looked sort of ewil. [t had a wolf-like, 
tumed-down nose, and | put some shore im the breathing OpPcMne 
that booked like beeth.” 

In fact, the ominous, machine-like sound of Vader's breathing 
[created by sound maven Bern Burtt with a scuba respirator) becarnne 
one of the character's most distinctive traits, The whoosh and click 
found elfects pur you nahi inside the characters helmet, so to 
speak. Im the earhier film 200/; A Spoce Oopssey, direcbor Stanley 








Kubrick showed how spelibind- 
ing the lone sound af breathing 
could be in the otherwise silent 
feené in which one of the astre- 
navuts leawes the ship te repair it, 

Vader s final “look” 
from a multiplicity of sources, 
The helmet is a tribute to the 
cinephile George Lucas’ belowed 


comes 


SAaMUral saps, in particular The 
Hidden Fortress, directed by 
Akira Kurosawa, which has 
more delihtiul parallels to STAR 
Maas, The image of a kmigtht in 
armor is equally @ tribute to the 
tales of King Arthur, the adven- 
ture classic fre ifen in fro 
Mask by Alexandre Dumas and 





$ an arde 
g enthusiast, it is hard to 
erlook the similarities be- 
tn Vader's mask and the 
eof a “56 Che 
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In Topps” 
Galaxy 2 card 
tet, Ulastrater 
Thom Ang 
depicted the 
CEremony, 
presided aver 
by Emperor 
Palpatine, if 
which Anakin 
Skywalker 
became lerd 
Barth Vader. 











and amber).” Interestingly, Cor- 
vacant, the heart of the Empire, 
in a denatured world totally 
overtaken by technology. 

In creating Darth Vader and 
the other classic STragr bass 
characters, Lucas deliberately 
set out to incorporate elements 
of world mytholagy, He was an 
appreciative student of the late 
Joseph Campbell, the mytholo- 
gy expert and author of The 
Aero wet @ Thowsand Paces long 
before Campecll appeared in the 
public television series with Bill 
Mayers. (Published by Prnceten 
University Press, the latest primt- 
ings of the book feature a pic- 
ture of Mark Hamill as Luke 
Skywalker on the cover.) 

Campbell's outline of the ar- 
chetypal hero's journey applied 
te Luke's story: the hero's call to 
adventure, separation from 
home, initiation and return. 
Anakin Skywalker, too, felt the 
call ta adventure when he left 
home to fight in the Clone Wars. 
He alse was initlated, first into 
the Jedi Knighthood and then 
inte the dark ways of the Sith, 
Vader appears to have chosen 
evil irrevocably when he 
emerpes scarred fram the 
molten Jove, but iis transom: 
fiom at the end ef seo is an in- 
epiring message, that there is 
still good in the worst of us, His 
feelings for his son turth out bo 
be his redeeming quality at the 
end of his life. He proves himself 
worthy of the Viking-tsque fu- 
feral that Luke sives hirs—or at 
least Vader's clothing, armor 
ane teelinet—aon Ender. 

The name Darth Vader is sc 
indelible thae it's hard to believe 
he was ever called anything 
élge, although the character ap- 
peared as “Captain Dedona” in 
the firse draft of the screenplay. 
Lucas says he was looking for a 
name with the connetation of 
Dark Father, hence Darth Vader. 
"Wader™ turns out to be the 
Duteh werd for father. As for the 
name of his alter ego, Anakin c& 
a Variation on the name for a 
race of giants mernvlioned im the 





Book of Genesis. Skywalker is 
ene of the many memes of Loki, 
the Narse god of mischief and 
fire: in early versions of the 
script, the name was Starkiller. 

Vader's last moments are 
recorded in Aeturs of she Jed! af- 
ter he has sacrificed himself ta 
destroy the despot Palpatine 
and save Luke on board the 
Death Star. Even though it wall 
hasten his death, Vader asks 
Luke to detach the breathing ap- 
paraius, view-sereen and voice 
moedwater of his trelomet so that 
father and son can look at each 
other face to face. Finally, the 
acarmed, kindly face of the for- 
meer Jedi is revealed. 

Although we know how Wal 
er dies, we need to look to the 
ongoing series of novels, comics 
and trading cards to fill in the 
tantalizing paps in his life. In 
Shadows af fhe Empire, am oriii- 
nail navel featuring the classic 
characters, author Steve Pero 
gives us @ glimpse into Vader's 
meditation chamber aboard his 
Super Star Destroyer Executor. 
We lear that the cdormne-shaped 
hyperbaric chamber provides a 
medicated and oxyeenaned at- 
mosphere in which Vader's 
damaged lungs can breathe 
without the mechanical respira- 
Lor in Huis Suc. 

Senor Lords of fhe Snh, Une 12- 
issue series from Dark Horse 
Comics, reveals the aecrers of 
the Sith, the millennia-old race 
of magicians of which Vader 
was a ruler. “Once the Dark Jedi 
had dominated the Sith, they 
threatened to subvert the very 
existence of the Republic,” the 
ancient scrolls explain. “Their 
power was greatly feared, and 
the Sith were marked for @xune- 
tian.” Like Darth Wader, Exar 
Kun, a Jedi who lived 4,000 
years before Luke Skywalker 
was born, succumbed to the 
awesome power of the dark side 
al the Force. Exar Kun, too, was 
disfigured in his pursuit of the 
dark side. 

The multimedia storyline in 


Shadows, which combines the 


novel, comics, games and cards, 
reveals another side of Vader. 
We meet the arch-villain Misor, 
the scheming, reptilian crime 
boss who competes with Danh 
Vader in the service of Emperor 
Palpatine, The Emperor pits the 
twa rivals against each other in 
the search for Luke Skywalker. 
The hunt brings out a patennal 
side in Vader, because he wants 
hig son taken alive, whereas 
Prince Xizor doesn't core how 


he is captured. 
Svan Veass fans have much to 
lock forward ta, nat only with 































the release of three new filme 
beginning in 18, but alse with 
the continued development of 
the classic characters in other 
media, Some fascinating poten- 
tial story lines include a fuller 
explanation of Vader's role in 
the Clone Wars as he foughe 
alongside Ben Kenebi, and 
Anakin Skywalker's courtship 
and marriage with Luke and 
Leia's mother. ihe 


Eric Nash if a writer for The New 
York Times Magazine. 





Opposite page: 
From Galaxy x, 
Hoang Mgupen's 
vidion of Vader 
hurling the 
Emperor to his 
death in ender 
to save his son 
Lake's lite. 





This Russell 
Walks paisting 


for Topps Star 
Wars Fines! set 
shows Luke 
tending te his 
dying father. 





The Many Mien 
Behind 
The Nias 


While David Prowse and James Earl Jones are 
well known as the body and voice, respectively, 
of Darth Vader, others have donned the familiar 
black attire of the Dark Lord 








THE PROWESS OF PROWSE 





Prowse. Gland retired from acting, rune-a 
health club in Londen and performs a variety of 
chuntable work—that 1 when he's nol appearing 
as Darth Vader at the roving Men Behind the 
Mask shows, science fichion conventions and 
sanctioned: Stan WARS cvents such-as the Star 
Tours attraction at Disney World. “The major dif 
ferenee now is that the kids who sav at 20 years 
ago are coming back to eee ft with ther kids, The 
other thing is that people come up to me and say, 
‘Bo you realize that | prew up with your 

What both penerntions are responding to.is-3 
peerless bad: poy. “Darth: Vader isthe epitome of 
ewil,” says Prowse, “just a totally nasty piece of 
work, And he's now regarded as the ultimate 
seneen. willain ofall chee.” 

That's a pretty tall identity for any actor, -yet 
Prowse—who relishes the prospect-of reprising 
his dastardhy role in-the prequels (Darth Vader 
has to cormne inte Epleode [1"}—is quite happy to 
bee regarded as Lord Vader the rest of his life, even 
if he isnt recognized outside the costume, “The 
Rood thing about Darth: Vader is 
that [can have all the publicity f 
wank when [owanl it," he -ex- 
plains, “and - can: switch tof 
when [ don't. |} can walk our of 
my EYMnasium and nobody 
knows whe lam, and then 1 can 
BO to a seis convention ard 
10.00%) people queue up sec me 
lisa very happy situation.” 


THE VOICE HEARD 
ROUND THE WORLD 


Just 4s Prowee's magnificent 
body Rives Vader his physical 
ferocity, co does the resonant 
wore of Janes Earl Jones Jend 
the character a frightening, if un- 
seen quality. He declined to be 
credited in the first: movig,; 
though he was in the sequels, 
snd James Earl remains humble 
reqarding his indelible contribu- 
tions, ~] do mot understand tt. 
he gaye of the unmistakable ‘con- 
nection between his spoken 


The first sight of Darth Vader in Svar lass, when he brazenly strides through: a 
blown-cut deonrasy an the commandeered Rebel Blockade Runner, awe-inspiring. 
Without uttering a word, he immediately exudes ovil and fearsome pownrr, Beyond 
the set design and the costume, the single reason thal scene—and the character over- 
alli—weorks so well is the 6 7" bodybuilder-inside the suit, David Prowse. 

Much has been written, and Prowse himzelf has said plenty about that memorable 
performance in Sur Mass, as wells in Tie Spine Sirtbes Rock and Return of fhe sedi 
But with the release of the Srae Wass Trilogy Spee! Edivien as movieporrs worldwide 
again witness the stunning presence of Darth Vader, Prowse sees similarities and 
differences from the fret tire aren. 

“never thought it would be this big.” Prowse says of the Special fonions oner- 
whelming popularity. "The trilogy holds up as well today as it did 20 years ago. 
And with the Special! Faitions, it's even better.” 


OF fog 


lines and Vader's menacing im= 
age. Soreone explained: to me 
recentiy- that becouse we don't 
see David's face, we have moth- 
ing to Bo by except the voce” 
And what a-yoice. With 
James Earl's: distinct bass. dipec- 
tlon- and inflection, it makes 
Vader's already-foreboding dia- 
logue sound even scare. That's 
probably part of the reason why 
James: Earl's -t4-year-old son, 
when he first saw the trilogy on 









adds. apoeet 
— What bi ironic, ; 
‘of course, is that 
an actor with as 
distinguished a | 
Bae TV. stage, and — 

ace “film life — as 





z. : ‘screaming. from the room. “But 
ES now he's seen the Special Edi- 
ia fions and he loves all that 

para ‘atulf,” * James ‘Earl 

an = 
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has led—includ- 
‘ing King Lear, The 
Great White Hope, 
“The Notural and a 
_just-completed pilot for 
Fox, Antonine Apenue—his face. 
less role as: Luke Skywalker’ ‘3. fall- 
en father may live on as his macest 
memorable one. “That's a thrill. 
She admi its, “bul I'm impressed 
thar I've touched several genera- 
: tions of people in my career.” 

— => James Ear says he got a hint 
from George Lucas that he 
might be back in the looping 
- Foor for the third prequel, after 
is Anakin. Skywalker is trans- 
formed into Vader. Regardless, 
he has his eye on another part. 
*Llong to go back on the stage,” 
Jhe Says, ~ 
Cat ona for Tin Roof” Guess 
he's got a thing ‘about playing 
larger-than-life fathers. 


_ REVEALING 


; “Much of the Ste that 
= surmounds Darth Vader ts repre: 
sented by his imposing mask 
and helmet, which shield what is 
assumed for most of the trilogy 
— to be a disfigured face of Anakin 
_ Skywalker. So the scene near 
— the end of Jedi, when the dying 
Vader implores Luke to remove 
his head gear, is especially 
tense. Who's under there? What 
does he look like? 
By the third movie, Sraa 
Mares Fans knew all about 
Prowse and James Earl's con- 
tributions, but the choosing of 
an actor for “the reveal,” as 
the critical unmasking is 
known, was shrouded in se- 
ctrecy, In fact, when an 82= 












wideocassette at age three, ran 









James Earl Jomes 


Prowee, 
weightlifting champion. He put 


to co [Big Diedcby) in 


year-old British thespian. the 
late Sebastian Shaw, was cast 
for the movie, he wasn't told 
who he was poing to play. 
When. the day 
came to sheot the 
scene—together 
with Jeoi's finale, 
in which an ap- 
parition of 
Anakin stands 
alongside “Yoda 
and Obi-Wan 
Kenobi—Shaw 
was spinted onto 
the set at London's 
Elstree Studios. Lucas 
himself reportediy direct- 
6d the emotional moments: when 
father and son finally see oa 


ober face to face. 


DOUBLES’ DUTY 


“I've always been regarded as 
it physical HclOr,” says Divi 
a former British 


that reputation toe good use in 
Srak Wars, doing all his own 
stunts. including the derring-do 
lightsaber duel with his fonner 
mentor, Obi-Wan, Sir Alec Guin- 


ness and Prowse prepared for 


that scene with the help of stunt 
coordinator Peter Diamond, a 
veteran who helped dashing Er- 
rol Flynn hone his 



















swashbuckling 
skills. 
On the 


set, the light- 


Sabers Guin= 
ness and 
Prowse 


Sebastian Shaw 


swung obviously didn't glow as they do in the 
movie; the “Blades” were actually long wooden 
dowels. “Because Dave was such a [strong] man,” 
Diamond recalls, “every time they touched blades, 
they kept breaking. So | had te teach them mot te 
touch each other, which mace it dificult.” 

The action became a bit more intense in 
fmpire and Jedi, so in the more difficult se=- 
quences—such as the Lukes Vader duel in Cloud 
City—stunt man Bob Anderson took Prowse’s 
place. However, Prowse was beck in the sult for 
the famous “I'm your father” scene 


THE LATEST MODEL 


lt was 1954. Andrew Neleon, a computer artist 
at LucasArts Entertainment Company, win sitting 
at his desk. His phone rang. 

“How tall are you?” the caller acked. 

“Six foot five.” Nelson answered. 

“Do you have any acting experience?” 

“es, 15 years of theater work, some TY, film 
and yaloe-overs.” 

“Breathe for oc.” 

That's pretey much how Andrew Nelson be- 
came the latest portriyer of Darth Vader. “The 
person who had been playing Vader lett the com- 
pany, and they needed someone for a charity 
event.” Nelson, 34. remembers. “I theught it waa 
just a one-time gig, but they asked me back for the 
Bark Forces game, then again for a Lucasfilm Li- 
censing event. ve tesxen Darth Vader ever since.” 

For a living, Nelson creates special effeers 
scenes—liphtsaber beams, blaster shots, explo- 
sions—for LucasArts games, but he's always on 
call for the next Vader assignment. He was in the 
suit to introduce George Lucas at a licensees’ 
summit: he's Darth in Svan Muse-themed TY com: 
mercials for Taco Bell and Renner, he wowed fans 
at the LAL premiere of the Srae Wars Special! Ball. 
fog, In three years, he's played Vader 31 times. 

Nelsen weare a replica eestume for his public 
appearances, but he was in the 17-piece real thing 
last June when Locastilm shot the brief live-ac- 
tion scene of Vader walking across a 
Cloud City skyway to his shuttle in 
he Special Editon of Aripire. “1 
almost didn't get to do it.” he 

says, “because my wife was cue 
with our first baby the next day. 
Luckily, aur daughter was bom 
two wastes early,” 

He one has asked Nelson 
to suit up for the prequels, 
though the epportunity 
“would be nice,” he says, “I've 
been a Sar Wars fan since | 
was 15, and | used to joke 
with my friend that one day 

‘d like to play Vader.” Which 

proves once again, dreams 

on Come| tric. bebe 


oo 


SO many success stories about creative 


people trace their particular passion—be it 


art, music, writing, filmmaking or whatever—back 


to their youth. You know, like Mozart was writing concertos 


in his playpen or Spielberg shot his first home movie in preschool, 


That's exapoerating a bit, of course, but such is the stuff of legends. 


Today Walter Simonson is 
legend among comic book afi- 
ci1onades for his ant, and in many 
cases his writing, of such classics 
as dor tne Fontasic Pour, Jfon- 
furmter, Star Slamrrers and same 
classic Star Wars comics for 
Marvel. Yet drawing was only 
one of his childhood infaruations. 
Sure, little Walter doodled, as 
most tikes dao What alsa 
grabbed his athention were di- 
nowurs—toa the point where he 
nearly became a paleontologist. 

“I was always a bige reader,” 
Simonson says. hearkening back 
to his boyhood days. Born in 
Knoxville, Tenn... im 1946, he 
Bent his fonnalive years in sub 
urban Maryland. outside of 
Washington, Where Dad worked 
as a sail scientist for the US. De- 
partment of Agriculture. “My 
folks encouraged the habit of 
Treading. When | was in third 
grade, | came across my first 
book on dinosaurs, A About By- 


fog 


noscurs, by Ray Chapman An- 
drews, & famous paleantolagiat. | 
liked the book so much [ really 
wanted to buy it, but back then | 
had a quarter dlowance a week, 
and I think the book was about 
54, which was a bot of quarters. I 
was very depressed that | would 
newer be able te buy it. When oy 
dad Found this out, he offered to 
split the coor, 50-50, of any book 
Towanted to buy if he thenugeht it 
was worth getting.” 

While dinosaurs would play a 
key role in Simonsan's life, they 
Werenl the only abjece of his 
reading desires, Comic books 
had a place, too. Chis was belore 
the onslaught of superhero titles. 
though precious quarters were 
invested in Sepenman and Mar. 
mon comics. Otherwise, Simon- 
SO0n & taétes ranged from Little 
fodine to Disney's Duck Stories. 
from Chevense (based on the TV 
cater) ta classic adaptations such 
as The Tiree Musketeers. 
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It would be neat to slip in 
here that Simensen's reading in- 
aired his ant to progress beyond 
deaadling, but it was much less 
romantic, “When | was about 
four, | head a mild case of 
moanofnucleasis), which laid me 
Up in bed for a while.” he recalls, 
“So Ty Mom fol me some paper 
and pancils, and 0 bean draw- 
ine. Aid De newer stopped.” 

He did fine in elementary 
achoal ant classes. and ably illus 
trated reports, including a ren- 
dering of Moby Dick ramming 
the Pegeod. Like the rest of the 
male population, he drew the 
requisite trains, planes and aute 
mobiles in his natebooks, though 
ne teachers snatched them Up 
and professed Walter a prodi- 
zy¥y—not even Miss Pope, the 
only art instructor he remembers 
giving: him am “7” Aur by igh 
school, his focus on comic books 
blurred. “] realized that girls see- 
ing you spinning racks at drug. 
stores loaking at comic books 
just wisn ft that cool. So | blew 
thai ai! fer a couple af years,” 

The constant remaimed di- 
nosaure. “hy interest in di 
nosaurs had really blosso 
SHnOnaOn says, to the poime 


med,” 





where the career ammition im his 
high school yearbook read: ver- 
tebrate paleontologist. “] went te 
eollepe at Amberst [Mass.] and 





majored in geology.” Walter Si 


Monsan seemed destined to a 
lifetime of dizping up ald banes 


...Quite a bit, actually. 
= Inacandid conversation, 
Walter talks about his 
fantastic art, dinosaurs 
and Star Wars 
BY BOB WOODS 
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As fate would have it, howev- 
er, in a fleld where extinction is 
paramount, Simansen's passion 
died off. “Literally in the last cou- 
ple af manths of my senior year, 
| decided that going on in pale 
ontology was not what | wanted 
to do professionally, And at the 
time, | didn't have any other ci- 
recoion. | had newer canmsidered 
drawing as a career move, so | 
didn’t know what else ta do.” 

The year was 1968 and there 
Was a Very real alternative wait- 


ing for him half a world away: 


MARVEL © 


THOR WAS SIMON> 
SON'S FAVORITE OF 
THE OLD MARVEL 

CHARACTERS, $0 1T 
WAS ATHRILLTO 

ORAW HIM. PLUS, 

HE HAD A PERSOMAL 

INTEREST IN MORSE 

MYTHOLOGY. = 


the Vietnam War, Simoansan had 
marched in a couple of amti-wer 
demonstrations during college, 
but claims to have been “pretty 
apolitical” So when Uncle Sam 
drafted him, he was prepared to 
wo. Alas, fate got in the way 
again. “I failed my physical, be- 
cause ] had very thick glasses 
and very bad eyes.” says Simon 
son, whe without his plasses 1: 
legally blind. “Il was spared sone 
pretty tough choices by having 
ternble eyesight. [t was a pod- 
send under the circumstances.” 
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Reverting back ta the “only 
thing [ really Krew! —drawing: 
Simonsen applied ta art schools, 
and was acecpted at the Rhode 
Island School of Design (RISD) 
in Providence. He graduated 
three years later, in 1972, with a 
degree in illustration. 

At Amherst, Simonson had 
renewed his fascination with 
eamle books, nat necessarily be- 
cause his fear of uncaolness had 
faded, but because Marvel was, 
in his estimation, butting its peak. 
“That's when Jack [Rirby], Stan 


“simanson 
_ INCLUDES THE, 
| FANTASTIC 
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[Lee] and [Steve] Ditka were do- 
ing their best work,” fe stapes. It 
was around that time, too, that 
Simonson himself bepan drawing 
comics, interpreting some Mar- 
wel characters such as Dr. 
Strange and Iran Man, as well as 
inventing hia awn. “Il began do- 
ing a comic called Sar Slarnmers, 
and that became my senior the- 
aig [at RISD." 

From Rhode laland, it was a 
few hours te New York City, the 
comics publishing mecca and 
where Simonson set oul to seek 
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his fortune. He eventually lanched 
in the office of OC's head hean- 
che, Carmine Infantine. “He 
liked my work a great cleal,” Si- 
monson says, “sea he called in 
three of his editors and made 
them pive me a job. | dent know 
if they would have otherwise, bul 
it worked out in the Jorg rum.” 
So living and working fram 
Bn Apartment in Brooklyn, Si- 
monson launched his legendary 
career. Among those DC editors 
wis Archie Goodwin, with whom 
Simonson ls still collaborating. 


One of Simoansan's first assign 
ments for him was a backup 
story called “U_LP.NL.” which ap- 
peared in Jtar Spangled Series 
More backups follewed—"maost- 
ly lithe science fiction jobs,” Si 
monson recalls. “Then alter a 
few months | did a three-page 
job for Archie about the Alama, 
which Don Krare wrote—horses 
and guys in buckskin—and it 
persuaded Archie to oller me a 
new &trip he was lining: up for thee 
hack of Detective camics called 
Wankanter, We worked an that 
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for a year, and that was wha re- 
ally solidified my professional 
reputation. After that, 1 had of- 
fers for work and didn't have to 
look back.” 

Simonson stayed primarily 
with DC for about fowr years, 
during which his assignments in- 
cluded Metal Mer and Hercules 
Unbound, before he went to work 
for Marvel, in 1976. There he 
honed beth his writing and draw- 
ing skills, perhaps best exempli- 
fied by his renowned work on 
Ther. “Thor was my favorite old 
Warvel character when | was 
reading the comics, so it was a 
pleasure te da him myself, plus | 
had a real interest in Norse 
mythology." 

Among his personal-best 
work, Simonson lists Tor, Avian 
keer, The Fontostic Four ard his 
and Goodwin's adaptation of 
Alten, which made the Mew Fark 
Times best-sellers list. Simonson 
tumed his Srar Slammers into a 
Braphic novel aboul 14 years 
age: last summer it found a new 
home at Dark Horse Camics” 
Legend imprint. For Dark Horse 
itself, he and Frank Miller 
teamed for a Robocop bs. ite 
Terminator series, and last yoar 
Simonson wrote a Terzon Vs. Tie 
Predator stary. (His wife and ac- 
easional co-author, Louise Simon: 
son, wrote Srake Wars: River of 
Chaos for Dark Horse.) A fow 
Years aga, Topps Comics pave 
him the chance to rekindle his 
ding days by contributing to its 
Jurassic Pork series; he's working 
an the sequel, too. 

And then there was a little 
darvel series in the late "TOs 
called Sra Wass. “1 [penciled] 
the Siar beaes comics for about a 
year and a hall, between The &rn- 
pire Strikes Back and Return of te 
Jed” Simonson recallé. “Issues 
#49 and #51 were my first: 
David Michelinie wrote them 
and Tom Palmer inked them.” 

Simonson's memories of First 
secing Syae8 fags, at New York's 
Loews Astor Plaza in 197?, are 
not only those of a moviegoer, 
hut also of an arteee. “Tt was inter- 


esting because it was the start of 
so rouch stulf that looks just like 
that now,” fe says. “Te wiss a mae 
jor design breakthrough in sci- 
ence fiction films. Bur it wasn't 
jest the special effects or the 
preal-Jooking machinery or the 
music. It was cverything: the 
writing, the characters, the ac- 
tors, the gets and the design 
work, All that came together in 
an extraordinary way.” 
Translating “all that" §o cam- 
ic books was fun, Simanson says. 
and sometimes challenging. 





“Every go often we'd do some- 
thing that Lucastilm would turn 
down. David's first idea for a sto- 
ry. which made plenty of sere, 
was to build a new Death Star. 
And Lucasfilm came back amd 
said. “You can't do that, We can't 
tell you why, you juse can't.”" OF 
course, the reason was the then 
hush-hush storyline fer Seay, aril 
a couple years from release 

Their solution? “We came up 
with a gipamlic space cannon 
called the Tarkin. As lang as it 
wasn't spherical, it was OK" 


Simonsan’s team faced sirni- 
lar restnetians due to the events 
in Eetpire and other weal plot ele. 
ments, “We wer not able io use 
one of the major heracs—Han 
Solo—because he was mow in 
carbonite. And we didn't know 
what the scaorc was between 
Luke and Leia, but we were told 
that they couldn't have ony ro- 
mantic stuff going an, Also, we 
could not show Darth Vader and 
Luke ln the same picture, they 
couldn't actually meer. So it 
made it gecasionally difficult meat 
to be able to tell stories we 
thaupght would be fun.” 

Ho such constraints faced 
Simonson when he revisited the 
S7aa Wars universe im 1993 
That's when Topps called on 
him for its first Shas Mors Gofaery 
card series. Aside from a render 
inp af the lightsaber duel be- 
tween Darth Vader and Obi-Wan 
Eenobi, he drew a “tripeych” 
montage that was divided into 
the set's six chase cards. He 
went on ta do the same for the 
secend and third series, with all 
three combining far a unique 
sort of Srar Wars trilogy mural, 
as well ag 18 prized chase cards. 
“Trawas fun to core back and 
draw the characters in a slightly 
more refined way.” says Simon- 
son, “and ta be able to draw 
ships and characters thist [ hascir’t 
onpinally drawn, like Jabba, the 
rancor and Boba Fett." 

He also relished coming back 
to one of his faverte Srag Mags 
characters, Darth Vader, for the 
cower of this issue. In delerence 
ta Vader's design origins, catab- 
lished 20 years ago by Ralph Mec- 
Quarne, Simanson has depicted 
the Dark Lord in a bold sanurai 
stance, lightsaber at the ready. 

Simansen would welcome 
more Stan Wars assignments, 
but in the meantime he's busy 
Proposing a couple of prajpects 
for DC. including «a mini series 
with none other than Archie 
Goodwin. After 25 years in the 
business, it's only fitting that he 
team Up again with the guy who 
helped him get started. hy 
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Paint Him Bi ACK 


Beyond the silver screen, Darth Vader has made his mark 
in comics as a relentless hunter, fearless commander 
and imposing diplomat — ay DON CHARLES 





iti For the past 14 years, since the resolution of Retr ofobe Seal, avoided overexposing him, preferring to keep his 
it has Been argued by some fans that the Svar Wars tology was less menace in the background as an ongoing subplot. 
4 vehicle to showcase Luke's coming of age than one to feature the “THaLS partly art and partly nat wanting to 
redemption of Anakin Skywalker. overuse a character who we found cut was im 
Perhaps so, bul you can l prowe it by the variaus comic book se- some kind of flux—even though we weren't sure 
nies, in which Darth Vader—the dark side persona of Luke's father, wha the Mux was,” Goodwin says today, 
Anakin—exhibited the ferocious aggression of Attila the Hun, the Collaborating with Goodwin was artist Al 
battle savvy of Ervin Rommel, the diplomatic Williamson, wha penciled 
prowess of Henry Kissinger, the tracking sentria and inked Vader for The &m- 
skills of Daniel Boone and the insidigusmess of lago. The redemp- pire Sirives Bock and Setwr of he Sect comics adap- 
tign aepect doesn’t po much beyond the ataryline as adapted tations, as well as the syndicated newspaper strip 
straight from the movies. in the earhy 1980s, Despite the fact that unlike oth- 
—— —_ Although much of Marvel's output er villains, Vader can't change his facial expres- 
is not included within Lucasfilrn’s offi- sions to ft his emotions, due to his helmet and” 
cial Snare Mars continuity, it's undeni- breathing apparatus, Williamson had) aes 
able that Marvel—especially under ES 
whiterfediior Archie Goodvwin—creat 
ed an enjoyable nun of adventures fea- 
turing Vader, Marvels _ 
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“Oh, he's so big, and with that mask and that 
booming voice, he's very imposing,” says the artist. 
“Working with the mask wasn't all that much of a 
challenge because he was so menacing. You'd use 
body language to get his emotions across.” 

While Williamson could refer to plenty of 
movie stills when illustrating Vader, writing about 
the character was more challenging. “Through 
most of the period when [ was werking on the 
comic books, we had no idea who Darth Vader 
was,” says Goodwin, now an editor at OC Canmiics. 
“We nook pretty much everything said in the first 
movie at face value. Even after [ finally read the 
script to Whe Eripine Sinker Bock, | had sone choubet 
that he was Luke‘s father: Was he telling the truth 
er was there a different explanation? 

“l have a coffee mug at home that | got one 
Christmas from my kids.” says Goodwin. “On it, 
father’ is printed in a lot af different languages. 
[The German] versian is ‘vader. Now every time | 
use that mug, | stare at it and say, “Dark Pather.” 
Why didn’t | see it back then?” 

Goodwin saw Vader as the cpitome of evil in 
the Sraa Hees universe “ard loved him for it,” he 
admits, “As it became more and mere obvious 
that he wes Luke's father, [ was a little disappont- 
ed, actually. I hate to loge a good villain, [ almost 
hated ta see him walk the path of redemption, 
even though in terms of the Stan Maes tibogy, it 
works very welll.” 

In Goodwin's newspaper siips. Vader is mast 
ly shown 28 a strategic commander, direcung 
saults an the Rebels. In the comic books, he has 
the added dimension in several stones of being 4 
diplomat, “With the diplomatic approach, T was 
bending the character to what [ wanted to do in 
the way of stories,” Gaodwin says. 

Beginning in issue #21, Vader tries to discover 
the name of the persan whe infllcted such a huge 
blew to the Empire, the destruction of the seem- 
ingly invincible Death Star. Over the course of 
a year, Vader's investigation eventually leads 
him to Lake: 
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“l wanted to get a sense that Vader was 
doing something active to track dawn 
Luke, and | kept that as a background 
subplot," Throughout 
those storbes, he'd be gradually and re- 
lentlessly tracking Luke. That seened 
logical co me. Luckily, Te Seepre 
Setkes Gook picks up on That, boo, 
Empire is all about him going af 
ter Luke. To a certain extent, i 
was kind of a happy accident.” 
Another happy aecident 
waa Vader's final appear: 
ance for Marvel, a Titting 
camed that tack place 
more than a year alter 
Aetors of the Jedi, In a 
Jo Duthy-authered sto- 


Goodwin says.” 
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‘THE COMICS LIFE OF 


DARTH VADER 


mM F4 RV EL 
tin the pre-Empire Strikes Back ane avira was operating 
‘without a compass when it came to Vader's background. 
The most obvious proof of that occurs im Srar Hae: Annual 
#1 (Summer i979), written by Chris Claremont. “The Long 
- Hunt/A Duel of Eagles” doesn’t actually feature Vader; the 
story suggests that during the Clone Wars the planet Skye 
js saved by Ben Kenobi, Anakin Skywalker and Vader. 
“a Star Wans ‘Annual #3. ‘(Summer i983) features Jo Duffy at her 
best, Vader angrily defends the Force to a doubting gen- 
babii and Is proved right when bukits Leia and company 
eas cattive at Belderone. 
| win issue @21 of the regular series, Luke reallces his mind 
touched Vader's In a hallucination and that he's being 
hunted. Vader, meanwhile, is tracking down the person 
i, who destroyed the Death Star. The cyborg bounty hunter 
| Valance is also looking for the same information. 
-# Vader's violent temper is displayed in issue "22 when— 
pe frusmaped, by underling Wermis" lack of hastehe uses 
: the Force to choke him. (Wermis survives.) ae 
: ‘en issue #23, Luke uses the Force to penetrate Vader’ ‘& 
* mind and halt a firing order that would have blasted 
¢ the Millennium Falcon. 
a «Vader Appears again in issue #29, this tinue to finally dis- 
‘pose of the pesky Valance. Vader uses the Force to dis- 
atm Valance and offers: to hire the cyborg, but Valance 
| hasa change of heart and dies. : 
 =Vader next appears in “Dark Lord's Gambit,” Issue #35. 
) > He tortures a Rebel until he discovers that Luke de- 
ee “stroyed the Death ‘Star, then kills the snitch, Vader 
> actually confronts Luke for a brief time. 
a3  #issue #36: Luke Vader and accuses him of us" 
se _ ing the. Foree to cloud his mind, and they agree to a 
duel. The next issue appears to be a combat between 
the two, but Luke's been fighting under a Vader illu-_ 
_. sion and-winds up killing an enemy of Vader's. 
| Vader's next Appearances are in the Empire Strikes 
Back adaptations (#39-44)..1n issue Wai, Vader is 
meditating: in his private chamber, 
*in issue #.8, Leia and ' Vader become involved ina 
game of diplomatic: chess while she's on Aargau to 
“get a loan new X- wings. Vader proves to be can- 
ny in making sure all his bases are covered and in- 
— filleting: another slap inthe face to the Rebel cause. 
/ ow lssues #51-52, written by ‘David Michelinie with pen- 
cils by Walter Simonson and Inks by Tom Palmer, re-_ 
veal some treachery among the ranks. For falling to 
- capture Skywalker, Vader kills one of his underlings 
by forcing him to walk out of an airlock. As Vader 
‘Instructs his men to set a trap for Luke, Chewie and 
the others, several high-ranking officers plot to kill 
the tyrannical ‘lord. The plot fails when Luke and 
‘other Rebels arrive at the Tarkin, a Death Star pro- 
SS ‘totype, which they take out. Remarkable about this 
story is Vader, sucked into space, uses the Force to 
_ get back to the airlock and close it 
Vader’ s insidious plots are again showcased in is= 
sues #62763, ‘also by the Michelinie/Simonson/ 
Palmer team. Luke falls for double-crossing Shira. 
“ein issues #74,°76 (Jo Duffy, Ron Frenz aed reliner): 
_ Mader makes: it clear te eeante ke 
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ry in issue #92, Vader appears in a dream—and in COUNTER: 

the spint of Flint, a kid who, as shown in 4Tar CLOCKWISE 
Wars Annual #3, wanted to become a Jedi sa 

badly that he decided ta train under Darth Vader FROM LEFT: 
Ina hint of some of the powerful Tales of ihe teal BARING FINALE 
series (hal would come years later from Dark OF MARVEL 
Jorse C <= Flint's single ad oc 1s le 

Horse Comics, Flint's single-minded posal has led "62: "DARK 


him down the path of the dark side. 
One of Vader's most menporable appearances 
was written by mas 


KNIGHT'S DEV- 
ILRY.” FROM 






of Storyteller Alan Waoare for 


the fused LK. series. Im “Dark Lord's Con- 


THE MARVEL 
science” (reprinted in Dark Horse's Devitwortas 
series}, Yacer—the target of an assassination mi fs SERIES: 
attempt by the Guild of Vindicators—is engaged | WADER'S 
in a high-stakes chess match with one Lacy Dokl. | FORCEFULHESS 
Vader is the supreme politician, paticnt cnouph ta iN A REWS- 


wait for his opponents to reveal themselves and 

Bay Enough bo manipulate the situation, (Tis, as FAPER STRIP 

mnvioned fn SWNT ASL were the story ie winch taken : : | PAWEL; FROM 

Shoes eedirew te Arner! perre.) — WE © A ht te Teen THE FA PRE 
By studying averall treatment of the Dark Lord Tes x 

Of the Sith im comics, its possible ta list some bas 

sic traits that sum wp his malevolent character: 











—— ADAPTATION. 


1} Demenstrable talent. Though he may nat 
speak salty, Vader does heed Teddy Roosevelt's 
canmy-a-big-stick philosophy: You dant have ta 
ze oodten, just let peaple know you have it, Vied- 
er, ome of the last of the Jedi, has phenomenal 
contral over the Force. Wer anky dees he wee ik te 
disable foes (such as the cyborg bounty hunter 
Valance in issue #29) and to create hallucinations 
(as he did ta Luke in #37), but he uses it in one 
story (#52) to open an airlock after he's been 
sucked inte space. The Porce operates as an inter- 
nal early-warning system to Luke's presence, and 
in the three-issue Blackthorne series Luke sets olf 
“hundreds” af alarms, Vader's most impressive 
misust of his Jedi training outside of the movies 
may have been in "The Final Trap" comic strip 
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. commander who aie todeliver, 
«In issue #80, Vader reveals he knew | Luke ‘woul 
come searching for. 4 man pwho has tapes of the 
new imperial weapon. : 
«That leads Inte the ‘Return of the jedi adaptation, : 
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the series that showeases Vader's redemption. Foster's Splinter of che Mind's vase . 4 
«Vader makes a final cameo In Issue #92. He appears © ae re 
in a dream—and in the spirit hein ee: t, MA RVEL ue K.- Be, a - 

in, Baap Ms - #In "Death-Masque,” written by Steve <wineve with 3 ant? ¢ 

BLACK T H o RM E 5 : by John Stokes, Vader appears in a horrific image 
«Blackthorne produced. three ab sri Want comics, cae - inflicted upon ‘Luke by the nightmare demon Reist. 
though the novelty or collectibility of them never | she The story, not reprinted i in Dewilworlds, concerns = 
took off. In the series, Vader kills a subordinate for: He “Luke's escape from Imperial forces and the assassin. : : 
failing to capture a Rebel (Han Solo, inthiscase). > —ATtin Wuho, who controls the demon. a. 

it is notable that Luke's use of the Force alerts in "park Knight's Devilry," Fe time-travel story, Vad= ae: # 
Vader. Vader tricks Luke into using the dark side "er not only nearly kills Luke and Lela, but almost =~ i; 


a, 


Lie 


but Leia senses a surge in the Force and helps Luke dies himself when they throw a grenade im his di- 
snap out ote a trance | in ain he rhs yaseris Afah _tection, The story was reprinted in Devilworfds #1. 
st othe best Vader story in comles is “Dark Lord's ‘con-"- 
science" (reprinted in Dewiiworlds), a wonderful, 

ie tg By alan ‘Moore and Stoker. be who's the 
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facget oF an ious Inat loth C HRepe by the Gulla oe 
- — Vindicators, is engaged in a high-stakes chess 
- match with Lady Bohl. Vader is the supreme politi- Fe 
clan here, patient enough to wait for his oppo- 
Hi; nents to reveal pai herself), and eavyy - 
th enough to manipulate the situation. 5 ‘ 


= N Ews PAPER. 
Russ Manning ([s revered for his stint on the vintage J 
Bell/Gold Key series "Magnus Robot Fighter.” whes | 
Al Williamson was unable to take over the daily ee 
gamle strips, Manning replaced, him. Bo 
: manning s first duty was a six-month are called.” 
_ "Gambler's World,” which ran roughly from’ march é 
through: september 1979. Vader 
commander, studying Rebel battle strategy. ; 
-— Wader was behind the scenes for a weird story of 
s ploding moss and Grand Moff Tarkin's widow. | 
= Us: an arc that ran in early in i9a0, Vader is shown kid. 
_ napping scheolchildren, correctly believing Luke 
and the other Rebels will rush te thelr aid: In the if 
very next Story arc, “AS. Long ¢ AS We eit april 


STRI PS. 





is shown as 





March 19844, in 
which Wader uses a cybemetic 


arc (Pebruary- 


device to project the Force 
across the palaxy and telepathi 
cally pick the brains of the 
Rebels as to where their secret 
base is hidden. 

2) Ability te recognize skills 
in others. In issues #62-62, Luke 
heels for a 
He blasts 
a TIE fighter aut of the sky only 
bo find cut that she was in i not 
only is she an Imperial agent, 
but she wae expressly sent by 
Vader ta get rid of Skywalker. 
And in the comic stip story arc 
“The Return of Ben Kenobi” 
{May-July 1962), Vader uses 4 
Renabi impersonator ta try ta 


falls head over 


woman named Shira. 


betray Luke. 

3) 4 hands-on managerial 
style, When anyone other than 
the Emperor deals with Vader, 
there's no question as to who's 
the boss, He's especially harsh 
about subordinates’ mistakes in 
following arders. Vader's [a- 
vonibe mcthod of instilling obec 
ence—and exacting punishment 
for failure to do so—amang his 
minions is by slight choking, 
hey choking and fugly lethal 
choborng. 

4) A take-charge attitude. 
Throughout the strips, Vader 
plots strategy against the Rebel 
forces, Early im the carnics, 
shown SEP ng from one 


Fee's: 


planet 






Helm and artist 
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ee nee and steading atacs 


ea) Vader ter rts to 
pr ns final) story a 


-- et of Kadril," which features Vader. 

AL Williamson teamed se Archie Goodwin n for an ex 

strips. Vader is fixated with wiping out the Rebel- 
tien in general and the Falcon in particular. — 


> strategy. to the Emperor as well, Vader uses a 

chamber that allows him to 

 eatross the galaxy and telepathically find gut ies 
the Rebels eae their base is hidden. +e 


ho amother te literally wromp the 
ome 
from anybody who has the infor- 
mation. in the last comic stip 
arc, “The Firnal ollers 


supe advice to his employer, the 


name of that meddles Rebel 





Trap, he 


Ermpercr 

Vader's more than willing to 
wants ta be in- 
Marre! LE 


“Dark Knight's Dare. 


SUpPereise, he 


volved. In the Hime 
travel story. 
ilry” [reprinted in Oevifwortds 
#1), Vader mot only nearly kills 
Luke and Leis Hives ara 


Steel 
beam in a Peon PNCnacke explo 


1 (their 
spared by a convenient 





siam), Gut almost dies himeell 
when the pair throw # prenacde 
in his corecthon 

Vader's current legacy in 
combes adventures has made an 
unmistakable mark. “Darth Vad- 
er probably comes closest to the 
archelype that George Lucas 
wanbed ta create when he first 
eoncelved of Sirag Mars,” says 
Bob Cooper, Dark Horse's Siar 
Wags editor, “l think i ar keris: 
back to the black costume and 
the air of mystery. It's 





much e#as- 
jer for the audience to recognize 
him as a willain because he has 
a0 obviously been created to be 


villain.” & 
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Dan Charles cowers sie 5 
cores socne regulary for SVG hl 
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of the newspaper 


In "The Return ‘of Ben. Kenobi Pe! (May-luly i982), valet 
uses a Kenobi impersonator to 


Luke. In a 


“"Doom mpieoe Vader ae attacks and 


alpatine: ia the following 
the Final Trap,” he baa ~~ 


project the Force 


Darth Vader’s 


PLENTY GAME 


Star Wars’ ultimate bad guy has lorded over 
many a title from LucasArts Entertainment 
BY TOM BYRON 





time Ee's tall, dark and, frankly, a bit intimidating. Yet he's proba- 
bly one of the most popular characters in the Sras Maas sagea—and 
recomized worldwide as one of film's bacchest bac gpays. That kind 
of notoriety has hardly been lost on the game makers at LucasArts 
Entertainment Company. 

Ta date, Darth Vader has made an appearance in almost every 
LucasArts eu Wun computer and video game, wilh roles in vary- 
ing deprees of importance, Mis presence has been a kind of anchor 
for evil, because mo other Stas Wars character even comes close to 
embodying all that the Galaclic Empire stands for. I's thal imstant- 
recepnition factor that makes Vader a “repeat player” in games 

Whether animated or in full-meation video, each of Darth Vader's 
appearances has been an oripinal work 


® [n the Super NES game Su- 

per Empire Stnikes Back, Vader 
is the final “boss"—that is, the 
one bad guy everyone has to 
beat in order te win the pome. 
With his lightsaber ard the abili- 
ty to fly and throw objects, Vad- 
cris tough to beat. 

= In Rebel Assaule If for the 
PC and Mac, Vader holds a 
prominent role im most of the 
key, full-motion video cut- 
acenes. Vader la actually por- 
trayed by Andrew Nelson, # 
graphic artist at LucasArts. Nel 
son's path to fame began when 
he voluntcored to dress up as 
Vader at a local fair. The reese is, 
as they say, history, [mdesd, Nel- 
aon, who stands 6° 5° and has a 
background in acting, has 
landed quite a few Vader non- 
are roles free retated stone on pope 2a). 

» In TIE Fighter for the PC, Vader is key, So 
key, in fae, one of the poale of the pame ie to be- 
come part of the Dark Jedi's elite pilot corps. 

® Ina rather bizarre tum, Vader appears in o 
orang Waar game for the Super Famicom, the 
Japanese wersion of the -bit NES. Players ane re- 
quired to defeat Vader, who at @ certain point 
tums into a giant crab, Maybe the onpinal direc 
thom was to make sure Vader was crabby, bur an 
actual crab,..7 

As to what the future holds for Vader, 


since 


La- 


1 om Wir CaS Ars Work COMME, 
there are no “plek-upe” from the filma. And iin GA S| Ho only to say that he defi- 


cise anyone has wondered, that's aor the voice of the venerable 
you hear in the games. Most of Vader's voice- 
overs have been uttered by Brock Peters, who's fad extensive expe- 
nence playing the Dark Lord on the. 


James Earl Jones 
Sas Wars radia dramas. 


So, WIL na further ada, here are same of Lord Vaders more 
memomble computer-pame roles; 


fag 


nitely will be around and moose likely fully ren- 
dered in 2D. We'll watch for it, Meanwhile, there 
is plenty of other exciting news coming out of 
LucasArts Entertiimment.... 





_ Game Updates 


Por gamers, this truly is the 
rol $rae Wass. Aside from 
Star Ware Rebellion, as show- 
eased in Issue 810, LucasArts is 
several new Sraek MARS 
Windows 95 CD-ROM games 
which should be available as 
you read this. Following is the 
nuda: 


Yoda Stories 

Yoda Stoties begins on the 
jungle planet Dapobah. The 
young Jedi-in-training Luke 
Skywalker is sent on a mission 
by the wise old Jedi Master 
Yoda. Soon we sec young Luke 
jemp into his X-wing (with Ri- 
D2. of course, as his co-pilot) as 
be zooms off to cave the galaxy. 

Yoda Stories is the second 
ingtallment in the “Desktop Ad- 
wentures series, launched last 
year with a similar gome based 
on Indiana Jones. Desktop Ad- 
ventures hawe been designed as 
short, easy-to-play graphie ad- 
ventures in which each game 
takes about an hour ta com- 
plete. Throws an innowatiwe tile 
generator, players newer experi- 
ence the sare game twice, be- 
couse after a game is sclved, the 
Program generates a new ade 
venture to play through. There 
are literally billiong of possible 
game combinations, with 15 
possible endings for the game. 
Yoda Stones is such a fun, quick 
diversion, it's likely to replace 








solitaire as the quick-play game 
of choice, 

As a bors, the Yoda Stories 
CD includes Making Magic: A 
Sehind-the-Scenes Look ar the 
Mfoting af fhe Shae Maes Special 


Aditien (also featured in Issue #10), Additionally, 
the CD contains a folder that allows Windows 95 
users te customize their desktop with Fras Wass 
themes: change background images, fle icons and 
sound effects for a full Shar Wass ciesktop expen: 
ence. Yoda Stomes is now available in spores. 





Jedi Knight: Dark Forces II 
The highly anticipated sequel to the popular 
Dark Forces is set to release this spring. In this 
first-person action pame, players once again take 
on the role of Kyle Kater, the mercenary from the 
original Dark Forces, this time os he trains to be- 
come a Jedi Knight. Katarnn’s (and 


VOur) Ultimabe goa] is bo aweripe 
his father's death and stop Jerec, 
the leader of a band of Dark Jedi 
Jedi Knight features 22 mis- 
sians—or levels—and allows 
Players to use lightsabers and the 
Force (early in the game, players 
must make a choice te follow el- 
ther the dark side or the light 
side, with different Conecquences 
depending on their choice), Cool, 
full-meation viekeo cut-seenes Fill players in om the 
back story. A multi-player mode allows up to cight 
players to simultaneously compete over a local 
Grea network or the Internet, The 
multi-player component lets you 
choose from three types of 
fames: Total Combat. a kind of 
free-for-all to the finish: Team 
Combat, a beam competition: 
and Territory Combat, a capture: 
the-fap type pane 
Minimally, Jedi Knight re- 
quires 4 Pentium-powered Pt 
running at a clock speed of 60 
mepahert2 with at least 16 
megabytes of RAM. It will also sup- 
port all of the major 3D accelerator cards, which 
will permit people to play Jedi Knight in the high- 
est possible resolution, making a spectacular-look: 
In: PATE even mane so. The ~ame is expected in 
stores by late sping 


X-Wing vs. TIE Fighter 

The name of the pame prac: 
tically says it all: Players @et to 
battle it out with almost every 
known Fighter craft in the ora8 
Wars universe. «-Wing va. TIE 
Fighter features 15 single-player 
missions and nearly 35 miullti- 
Player missions, Its multi-player 
mode is where the game really 
shines, allowing tao players via 
modem, eight on a local area 
network and four over the 
[ritesrrvet. 

A- Ving ws. TLE Fighter lets 
players fly in the service of ci- 
ther the Galactic Empire or the 
Rebel Alliance, cooperatively of 
OOmpPeitively, and players cam 
jump inte the pilot's seat of any 


Spacecralt in their flight group. 
Crafts include X-, ¥-. B- and A- 
wings, plus #£-85 Headhunters, 
TIE fighters, TIE bombers, TIE 
Interceptors, TIE advanced arvd 
TIE assault gunboats 

As with Jedi Knight, mini- 





mum system requirements for 
X-Wing va. TIE Fighter are 
{leep: a Pentium-powered PC 


munning at a clock-speed of 90 
mepaherz, and a joystick is a 
must. A, Pentium 100 be the nin 
IMum recommended system 
For multi-play. a 14.4 bps me- 
dem will work, though a 28.8 or 
faster one is highly recommend 
ed. The pame is expected in 
stores in early spring. bbl 
Special thanks tao LucasArts” 
artist and project leader Jon 
Knoles for his help with this 
article, 


Tom #Ayron regularly covers the 


STAR WARS electronic poming 
scone for SW Gh 


"fy 


hte inky a decade age, the use of three-dirmven- 
sional digital imagery for feature films was a 
dream, Aolhewoaod was understandably reluctant 
to commit big bucks bo a cumbersome, expensive 
and time-consuming technology that was the ex- 
Clusive damain of techies tethered to plowing 
monitors. But the dream was Kept alive, initially at 
Georee Lucas’ first computer division and later at 
Industral Light & Magic (ILM), where they devel- 
oped a few breakthrough digital character effects, 
highlighted in 1985's Fowng Sherlock Holmes and 
the [OAD release Tire Alby. 

ILM "s decade-long explorations of the digital 
realm finally paid off in 1991 with the shape- 
changing T-1000 evbarg for Tevrendmefaor 22 Jtctsr 
ment Gey. Then the photorealistic digital dinosaurs in 1993's Jurassic 
Park not only awed moviepocrs, but, more importantly, convinced 
Studios that the Digital Agee fia at last aerivesd. 

Within the past three years, digitally created characters have 
stared in Te Afask, Farnen Forever and Jumani. Pixar's Toy Story 
made mavie history as the fret allecomputerspenerated feature, 
while ILM continued to break new ground in Casper, Oregenhecrt 
and /Wers slifecks! Their latest achievement is the much-heralded (6 
Jabba the Hutt, whe was composited into vintape footupee: for the 
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How ILM turned the corn 
the computerized Hutt in Star | 


With the Gamera mawe on the sa-called “back- 
Bround plate” scene inte which that CG figure will 
whimately be composited 

It ig in the “shading” and “rendering” stage that 
aCG creation truly takes on a life of its own, 
whether it be organic-looking creatures in Jurassic 
Park oor the cartoonish aliens of Adore: Attacks! At 
[LM that is the province of technical directors 
{TDs}, who take the wire-frame animation and lit- 


Special! Balition of Stan Wars. 


Yet even as the entertainment media is swept up in reporting on 


atniliar will Wve tern. | 


a a mystery. In fact, few 


digital wieardry and moviepoers becoarne 
“OG,” that high-tech art generally remai 















outside the visual elects industry realize that 
camputer animation is anly one part of the cre- 
aove process in bringing a digital character to life, 

Well before a CG crew powers up ite computers, 
an ant department has researched and developed 
the look of a character with sketches, paintings 
and often tines sculptures. The OG work iteelf be- 
pins with madelers who build the characters as 
wWire-lrame constructs. (Althouet 
the term “wire frame" is still 
uted, and wire-frame figrunes are often utilized for 
demonstration purposes, recent advances have al- 
lowed animators to manipulate solid shaded fig- 
ures.) Prom thene the animators take over, mowing 
the figures. which are designed with digital skele- 
tons and joints that can be manipulated. Then 
There ane the “matchemavers” who make sure the 
Virtual camera move on the OG creation meshes 
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erally {leeks tt out, 

light it provide 
the composition 
for the fitalestnones: 
and ultimately com- 














posite both Ci elements 
and background plate so the 
final scene will look as if it was all shot through a 
single camera lens. 

“Figuring out what a creature will look like involves 
skin texture and coloring, clothing, quality of things like eyes 
and teeth and hair—anything that goes into making it a physical 
ebject,” notes [LM's Joe Letter, a visual effects supervisor and one 
of the masners af the art of shading. "Until we actually light an object 
and then photograph it om film, it exists as an abstraction. If you 
break down the specific aspects of it, shading is deal- 
ing with how surfaces react to light. Rendering is the 
actual process of framing the shor, drawing the picture to the screen 
by crunching the numbers and ultimately putting it cut te film.” 

The big breakthrough for shading and rendering techniques was 
Jurassic Perk. Unlike the watery creation of Thre Abyss, which had to 
emulate the look of water but was forgiving in its fantastic nature, 
the dinosaurs had to be realiatic, organic creatures. “Even though 
you we newer scen o dinosaur, we've all seen clephants and other 
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THE ELEMENTS. 


FIRALLY, THE 
ro- YEAR-OLD 
SCEME WITH 
THE HUMAH 
STAMD-IM HOW 
STARS ACG 
|ABEA IN THE 
SPECIAL 
FOITIOW, 





r on digital moviemaking to create 
rs: The Special Edition 


BY MARK COTTA VAZ 


animals,” Letten explains. “It's obvious when you ger it wrong, but 
not so obvious how to do it correctly, So our breakthroughs in 
Jurassic Pork were a combination of shading. which described sur- 
face and texture, and how light would play on the skin.” 

The programming language of shading took another evolution- 
ary leap when Letter! rewrote ILM's shader library for the 1996 
summer release Mvission: Impossiive. [LM's major work in the film 
wast almost a mink-movie, a near seven-minute sequence in which 
the company had to produce a death-defying bullet traim chase into 
the English Channel tunnel, known as the Chunnel, that included 
blue-sereen stage photography of stars Tom Cruise and Jon Voight 
battling alop.aimock-up oat cat backsround.plate photogra: 
phy shot in Scotland {standing in for the French douncryside), the 


lone bluetecreen car expanded to a full 
train with additianal CG cars, a com- 


Sagecse 


puter-penerated helicopter and CG Chunnel interi- 
or, and an explosive finale staged as a practical 
pyrotechnic effect utilizing both a scale-model 
copter and tunne) built by ILMIs model shop. 
Thase breakthroughs howe essentially ushered 
in the cra of digital cinematography. One of the 
projects to benefit from the wpdated shader tech- 
nology wis the Shae Maas Trilagy Seecre! Baitror. 
For the now-famous sequence where a computer- 
gencrated Jabba the Mutt confronts Han Solo, Joe 
Letteri worked on the lighting‘shader side while 
Co-superising the sequence with Steve Williams, 


who handled the moceling and 
Animation aspects, Wot only clid 
Lettieri and his six-person crew 
(which included a TD, digital 
Rotoescope and texture-map 
artists and a compositor) have 
to make the CG Jabba anima- 
tion integrate with the back- 
ground plate, they had to work 
with old pre-digital footage, toa. 

Twenty years apo, the Jab- 
ba/‘Solo sequence had been 
Planned as a key scene, but 
when the task of creating the 
fearsome crime lord proved too 
taxing for the traditional effects 
artistey—as well as a tight ome 
schedule and budget—Lucas 
had ta scrap the scene. What 
had been shot was a totally live- 
action sequence of Harrison 
Foard interacting on set with fel- 
law actor Declan Mulholland 
playing Jabba, but whe failed to 
capture the desired larger-than- 
life menace. 

The dynamics of replacing 
the hurian Jabba with the CG 














creatian in fact dictated the final 
laak for the Special! Falition Hutt, 
“When George brought us the 
scene, the original thought was to 
have the Jabba we're used to seeing 
: in Return of the Jedi, this big monstrosity 
slitting on a couch,” Letten recalls, “We 

had the idea of putting hin on an [antl-]gravi- 
Ly couch ao he could float around the hangar while 
he talked to Han, Well, the problem was that Harri- 
son Ford is really talking to the actor, who's shorter 
than him, so he's always looking down.” 

The [LM erew felt it would be toa difficult to 
manipulate the vintage Ford image so he'd be 
lacking wp at a floating Jabba, However, after 
Measuring the animatronic puppet from weal, the 
team discovered that the scemingly gigantic Jab- 
ba was aoimere three to four feet call, the illusion of 
size due to hie wide girth and position on the 


8 /yg 


raised couch. Thus, it was decid- 
ed that the CG Jabba could be 
put an the floor without messing 
with Ford's original line of vi- 
sion, retaining as well the inter- 
active touches of the original 
footage 

“We thought about what 
Jabba would look like on the 
eraund and the ratianale for him 
being there,” says Lethe, "We 
discussed whether he'd be a 
Younger Jabba, so we asked 
Gearge haw much younger he'd 
be from A Vew Alone to when we 
see him in Sec, and George fig- 
ured it was about five years. 
Then we talked about whether it 
was concelvable that Hutts are 
more athletic when they're 
younger, or if before becoming a 
big overlord he had to colbeet his 
own debts. The Jabba in fea 
wouldn't da that, he d send pec 
ple out ta collect his debe for 
him. While he's physically ine 
Posing In wed, hes nal menac- 
ing, bur by putting him om the 
ground, he could be a really 
dangerous creature ta have in 
your face.” 

Lucas gave o green light to 
the concept of having Jabba 
moving along the pround. The 
ILM team studied movement 
characteristics ranging, from 
snails to snakes before being in= 
spired by che mowenments of sea 
lions, which propel themselves 
acress rocks and land by push- 
ing thelr weight forward. So Jab- 
ba, appropriately enough, would 
be a character who literally 
throws his weight around. 

After nailing down the look 
of the character, the animation 
Process began with Steve 
Williams both modeling and ant- 
mating Jabba, As mobed earlier, 
that stape invalves: manipulating 
a wire-frame figure. Among the 
parallel duties for the match- 
movers was the building of a 
low-resolution, Peometnic repre- 
sentation of the background 
plate for the animator—in effect 
a 30 stage. including a low-res, 
3D Afittenaiaen Falcon model in 
the Jabba sequence. Bringing 
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the wire-frame Jabba to life in- 
cluded the shading challenge of 
adding skin textures and wndu- 
lating Aesh. While the dinosaurs. 
of Jurassic Park were piven a 
look based on the tropical, hu- 
mid environment of the location 
work on the lush Aawaiian is- 
land of Kauai, Jabs was piven 
adry, lizard-like skin texture Le- 


fitting @ creature living on the 
desert planet of Tatoalne. 

The big challenge was inte- 
grating Jabba into footage that 
no one, at the time it was shot, 
imagined would one day be 
transformed into digital data. 





Today, when effects artists have to integrate a OG 
creation into a background plate (whether a 
miniature model set, a location or studia sound 
stage), accurate measurements are taken of the 


live-action enviranment so that it can be recreated 


in 30, providing reference for animators and 
match-movers (including additional data om light- 
ing and other production details). The only 
production resource from the original Sran bars 
were old camera notes listing take numbers and 


camera lenses. 


Integrating the creature into the Falcon's dack- 
ing bay was “lighting by deduction,” as Letteri 
puts ot. “T had to diving the lighting scheme biases 
on the visual cues of the anginal footape, especial. 
ly a long shot at the end where Jabba and Han 


walk side by side and you see the lights change on 


Han. | knew Jabba had ta work 
with Harrison Ford, so I used 
Ford as the guide to making it 
look like they were all tepether. 

“Wie also had to match the 
Physical space they were mov- 
ing through, and because we 
didn't have accurate Measure= 
ments Of Che fet, we also had to 
mateh- 
moves, We needed to recreate 
that stage, and everything on It, 
as well as the camera moves. 
We had the blueprints for the 
Millerninm Falcon, so we knew 
how big that was. And we had 
Ford's height and stride length, 
so we were able to figure out a 
match-move, We kept refining it 
until it was exactly right." 

Those tenns—shading, rem. 
dering, match-moves, $0 sets— 


derive our camera 


ultimately translated inta the 
cinematic visions that wowed 
moviepoers around the werld. 
And the technology is allowing 
filmmakers to not merely pro- 
vide isolated bursts of effects, 
but to create characters and en- 
vironments essential to story- 
telling. The ability to digitize and 
manipulate any scene alse 
opens the door ta new visual 
narrative techniques that will be 
as revolutionary a6 the first dis- 
solve and fade-out of the silent 
film days. 

Letter] himself sees 8 parallel 
between the recent digital 
breakthroughs and the Machine 
Age in which moviemaking 
dawned. “In those carly days, 
someone had toa figure aut how 
to build and operate a camera, 
how ta expose the film,” Lethen 
“As it evelved, 
moviemakers settled an basic 
designs for cameras and lenses, 
and they could concentrate 
more on what was going on in 
front of the camera than on the 
camera itself. Today it's a lot 
like the carly days of film, where 
the toals are maturing and we're 
able te focus more on the stary 
rather than the technology. 
That's the corner we're starting 
Be thm” iby 
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Collectibles 


Things to do with Darth stuff: build, lick, press, 
cut, paste, paint, fold, spin, pin, fly... and lots more 
BY STEVE SANSWEET 


i Wihist is it about Darth Vader that makes him 
so, 80... collectible? From 1"-high plastic fures 
packed inside Japanese candy boxes to a Fullesixe, 
dressed mannequin that lights up, the image of 
Darth Vader is mearly as recognizable worldwide 
as that of Santa Claus, find the Lord of the Narth 
Pole had a head start of a few hundred years. 
While | have yet to come across a Sag Wass 
collector who looks jus for inemea with the image 
Gf the Dark Lord of the Sath, | imagine there are a 
bunch, After all, there ane collectors with a Bota 
Fetish, and the aunty hunter trails Vader im the 
collectibhes arena by a margin of about 1,000 te 1, 
This article and the price list arent a eomplere 
tally of every Vader item ever produced, but 
rather a broad selection. The product range in- 
cludes—as our headline implies—model kits, 
stickers, push-button games, cut-out masks, 
stamps, paint-by-number kite, ongami, spring- 
and lots more, 
Sone of the earliest inems with Vader's lage 
came from Factors (ne. and included metal 
badges, a mirror ona chain, cloth patehes and 
ever a canvas tote with a blue star held-hlled cir. 
cle, an ilustration of Vieder's beloet and mask and 
the phrase “Darth Vadar Lives.” Yes, Vadar. They 
were in such a mash to get everything out that they 
misspelled the Dark Lord's last name. There is no 
indigation that the rn 


wound toys, msdalliares, kites... 





reaink responsible wars sulb- 
jected to a Vader cheke-hold, though a comected 
VWETSlOn Was Tever produced, 20 they remain ocddi- 
ties, yet not worth any more or less than if the 
name had been spelled comectly (35-525) 

Even though Vader wasn't among Kenner's 
first shipment of action Agunes (the “early bind” as- 
soriment only had four heres), 
the Vader action figure has been 





a mainstay of the under 4° line since 
the first |2 figures were issued om 
cards. In fact, Vader is one of the only 


at dr 


figures that, without change, ap- 
Peared on every dillerent card 
variation that Kenner produced 
between 1976 and LOGS, from 
Maret to Power of the 
Force. Several Vader variations 
fave appeared in the latest ine 
carnation of the Power of the 


irae 


Porce line, from the regular 
bulked-up fipure to the mew 






























Vader PX with a built-in, Ught- 
up lightsaber. 

Eenner reintraduced its old- 
style Vader in the Toys R Us 
“Classic Edition” four-pack im 
195. It also made Vaders in its 
Shortslived metal Action Masters 
sores. harking back ta the Vader 
metal figurines tn the also shert 
lived Micra Collection in loa, 

In Japan, urder 
sub-license from 
henner in logy, 
Takara's Darth 

Vader action 
figure was 
One of 
three (C- 

3PO and 


a stonmtreoper were the others) that waa slightly 
resculpted. Takara also produced a set of four &" 
plastic action fipures on a bubble card, including a 
fairly detailed Vader. Those rare hgures have aky- 
rocketed im price in recent years and would be 
hard co find for less than $400—and perhaps hun- 
dreds more in sealed, mint conditian, 

Related to the action figure line were vehicles 
such as Vader's TIE fighter, both original [a rare 
department-store version came with a thin card- 
board “battle scene” backdrop) and Collectors Se- 
nes. There alsa wae a die-cast metal version, the 
orginal issue had wings that were too small, and 
not many were made, Mint an the card, that wer- 
sion has sold for $1,500 and up; the regular version 
if 2415-350. 

Kenner praduced a Vader head action fipure 
carrying case (later reproduced by Just Toys for 
its Bend-Ems figures), with a department-store 
varintion containing figures. The case was also 
used iin 4 packaging test for vacuum-metalized C- 
SPO cases, and some of the gold Vader cases have 
made it te the collectors’ market (2150 ane up}. 

Another unusual plece was the Darth Vader 
utility belt, made by Kenner Canada along with 
Luke Skywalker and Princess Leia belts. These 
ily Plastic belts wilh Suction-Cup BUNS Were Tew 
er authorized by Lucasfilm, and when Kenner U.S. 
asked to sell them, too, Lucasfilm said to stop sell- 
ing them altogether, Ugly yes, but rare, so one in a 
decent box commands several hundred dollars. 
Alsa in the strange-but-true category was Eenner’s Darth Vader 55P 
van and a similar model kit from MPC. 

Among my favorite unusual toys was a colorful Kenner Darth 
Vader bop bag. Made of vinyl and accompanied by a patch kit, this 
Vader couldn't be defeated unless you squeesed the air out of him, 
because he just bounced back every time you conmected with a 
punch, But you could pull down part of the Sith Lord's mask with 
the Darth Vader Switcheroo, a ewitch plate for the wall which incar- 

porated a light switch as part of the mask. 
There were lots of coloring books and sorne at- 


eS paint-by-number kits of Vader jane oven glowed in 


the dark). But let's face it, the puy always dressed in basic black and 
had few colorful accessories, so there wasn't a whole lot te color. 
Sull, one of the coolest arts and crafts iterns was Crafttlaster's 1978 
3D Darth Vader Poster Art. In addition te red, yellow and light Blue 
marking pens, the sct contained a I71/2" x 22" poster, a tube of glue 
and a “die-cut parts sheet” which you could use to assemble a three- 
dimensional Vader helmet and mask. Although | bought a duplicate 
to assemble, | never followed the detailed, illustrated, 20-step assem- 
bly instructions on the back. Perhaps the “coloring hints” that sug: 
gested a green Death Star tumed me aff, although we were told, “You 
can't make a mistake since the fin- 
lehed poster is an expression of 
your unique personaliry.” The act today sells for $25-$45, 

Also in the crafts area, Lee Ward made two different Vader “Sun 
Catchers,” metal frames in which colored plastic was 
melted in the oven to produce a stained-glass effect. Lee 
Ward produced latch-hook rug and pillow kits, also in 
Vader head and full-body designs. More recent was Craft 
House's Plastic silversmetalized Vader medallian, which 
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eould be piven an antique look 
with the included wash. 


Despite the way Vader 
dressed (hey, it was the ‘70s and 
he could have been wearing 
l@icure suits), costumes and 
masks have always been popu- 
lar amone fans, They ranpe from 
the original boxed Ben Cooper 
vinyl and plastic kids” outfits 
($25-535) to the current Rubies 
costumes in kid and adult sizes 

Con Post Studios. Party Pro- 
fessionals was there at the start 
with a plastic, kid-size mask of 
Vader. Today's line includes a 
full-size, glass ber, muséum- 
quality mask made from an orig. 
inal used in the Hlming of The 
Hrepire Sober Back, It retails for 
around $1,200. Masks alsa have 


becn made in paper, cardboard. 
wiry! aired nubeber. 

At the tep of the range is a 
full-size Yader mannequin fram 
Rubies, complete with cape, 
mask, hard plass fiber parts— 
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and it lights wp. it sells for around $5,500. libusive 
riginals will soon have a full-sized Vader bust 
available fee fhe sory on pepe fal, 

If you're going ta lack like Darth Vader, you 
mipht want to sound like him, too, with several 
voice changers of recent vintage. One was pro- 
duced for the Georee Lucas Super Live Adventure 
Show in Japan and also sold through the Jras 
Mant Fan Club, Another was produced by MGA. 
They're both great for breathing sounds; just don't 
try to woo Hambet’s soliloquy throweh them. 

Vader has long been available as a figural 
micdel fat. MPC praduced Goth @ Full-hpure plastic 
character and a large plastic bust that included a 
rasping “breathing” sound, While the first can still 
be found for about 520 and even less in the 
MPEPCYEn or AMT Y Ertl reissue boxes, the breath 
Ing Vader fas crossed the $100 Ganier. More re- 
cently, Screamin’ and Japan's Kaiyodea have made 
lf4-scale and 1/6-seale Vader vinyl kits, reapec- 
tively, The Katyoda Vader also was released ina 
wenry limited edition of 20 in resin, now gone 
far $250+ if you can find one. Ertl has 
done its own vinyl Vader. And finally, 
Japan's Argonauts offered a 1/8- 
scale wimyl kit, 

Net exactly in the kit catepory, 
4 few years back, the Japanese 
manuiacturer Reds Inc. did twa 
different versions of a limited- 
edilian (500 eackip, +0" tall, fully 
painted and assembled vinyl 
Vader “model figure" which is 
now pong for $500-5600, As de- 
tailed, but smaller and less expen 
sive, are the original and new 12” 
Vader figures from Hasbro’ Renner 
wnd the micely done vinyl figures from 
Applause, which come in a limited and 
regular edition. Applause also makes a 
smaller vinyl Wacker, 

On the practical side, Amencan Telecomevni- 
calions made an excellent Darth Vader telephone 
around 1963. The push-button phone, whieh in- 
corporates a high-quality speakerphone that [ 
usd for years in my home office, is dominated by 
a hard plastic figure of Vader wath his hands on his 
waist. For years those remained available for 
around the onginal price of $70, but lately the sup- 
ply fas died wp and they're mow Fetching wbout 
$125 in roint, boxed canditian. 

Arother figural Vader, but much more alive, is 
the current Thinkway clectronic bank. Push the 
button and the voice of James Earl Jones booms 
fram the speaker as lhe torsa co thee Darth feure 
turns and lights up, lifts the arm with a 
lightsaber—which then lights up. “Impressive! 
Bost impressive,” 
the rarest Vader ems is a 198) silver plated figurs 
al bank from Towle, now going for $175-5200. 
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as the bank itself says. One of 


There have been many potters over the years featuring the Duerk 
Lord, most still readily available at low prices, [ram the enginal Fae- 
tors Inc. photo poster of Vader in flowing robes to a beautifully at- 
mospheric 191 photo poster that was an in-store premium from 
Hintende and LucasArts Entertainment. There are also higher-end 
ant pieces. Cine af the first was the Giled Images Ken Steacy lithe- 
graph of the Vader act used to promete Topps’ Smar Wass Galoxy 1 
trading card set. More recenth have come fine-amt prints of Vader 
bay Dhustrator Al Williamson and Grep and Tim Hilcbebranddt, 

Vader's image has graced all kinds of dething, fram jackets ane 
overalls to pajamas and underwear. He's on secks, scarves, meck- 
ties, hats of all description and scores of T-shirts. In the footwear 
category, you can find my favante, Vader baby booties with dimen- 
stonal Garth heads, as well at sandals, sneakers, slippers, slipper 
socks, boots, dress shoes and—to te everything up—shoelaces. 

Darth has helped people tell time for two decades, beginning 
with digital watches from Texas [nstruments to @ series of analog 
walches fram Bradley Tire bo the current plastic figural watch from 
Hope Industries that adapts his costume for the wateh band. 

Got a birthday coming up? Celebrate it with a Danh Vader cake, 

baked ina 1980 Wilton metal Darth Vader cake 

pan and aecessorized with a boxed Darth 
Vader cake decorating kat ($25-850 each}. 
Top it off with your Vader-head cake 
candle, also from Wilton and still 
showing up at flea markets for 
around $5 in the package, Serve it 
up on Vader paper plates and 
spruce up the room with funky 
1961 paper Darth Vader “party 
bloweuts” from Drawing Bore. 














Vader's image has shown wp 
on food products ranging from 
ice cream confection wrappers. 

[France and New #ealand) ta 
soda (Finland), yogurt (England) 
and even dog food (Australia). 
Dream of slecping on Vader bed 
Sheets and pillowcases (“Lard Vader's 
Chamber” was one popular Bibb design), 
Test your head om a small figural Vader pillow 
(Adam Joseph), snupgle under a Vader blanket 
amd keep the sun aut by drawing your Vader 
drapes. Upon waking, brush with an Oral B Garth 
toothbrush, and bathe with Omni Cosmetics’ bub- 
ble bath and shampoo im Vader-shaped plastic 
botthes. Wash wpa with some highhy peclumed Vad- 
er soap, scrub with a Vader washeloth and dry olf 
with a Vader body towel—my favorite is a version 
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TALIFORAIA ofthe Revrage of tie Jeol poster art 
ORIGINALS For school, fl your Vader thermos with juice 
(Spg-Suzg). and pack a sandwich in your metal or plastic Vad- 


er lunch box. There were Vader spiral notebooks 
and pacts, portfolios, zippered pencil cases, pens, 
pencils, scissars, markers (some scented), tape 
dispensers and erasers that glowed in the dark. 
Add ta that Vader pencil sharpeners, rubber 
stamps, pencil tins, bookmarks and bookplates. 

And what about the nea interactive video 
game starring the Dark Lend, or the ceramic pic- 
ture frame, or the... bhi 
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Hader kelogiam watch 
Wader collectan's icalpied match 
Wader clack pedis 
laPpan 


pcalieg we Mach Weather ilrag, Vader lace wf X-wing 


and TIE setoad band 


Wider baloqram walt w/ geld rom f bain snp 
: “tf = oc fF £ it A 


Wade Cinemacatt wcelptare 
Wader edition pana file otiginal 


Vader bgataber 
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anit WIE 
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Al. Pate Ve 
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Great icottl mee UA 
lunar oyna Det-2n4 

cL. oOo cc we = 
Bcadley line AT Bri 
beadley Time Ts 
Bradley Time UT aa 
fhadley Time igh haya 
Bradley Time isfy ic-Eo 
Hiadhey Tit ight Pyiee 
facia thd ee 
fantauma Uh ee 
famtauma Wk HS 
Thind Himemiion t= gg gage 
AA, Frome Ve tip 
Hape lindwsities. ee ory 


Mikra Games ol Ameica py ho 
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Third Dimeaiion Act =p gy 
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Widitts Getlqra Shore 
vail Wa] beans 


MOTE: Prices aitgme all campanents pievet: the moor int the comdilion, the higher the price 
Avsiatance gievided bp Lance Marth ef Star Toote Calleatibyles, @l Cajon, CA, and Sieve Sanpete. 
UE yew bave any additigns er corrections, plewve mail (hem bo joshlingapuchell eel a1 wail 
them to joe Liteg, FO. Bove aging, Lae angeles, OM gevaeg. 
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Size Matters 


A Star Wars-generation lawyer represents a tiny hobby in ¢ 





i The Snax Maes universe is expanding. Just 
look 21 all the new creamires, characters and vehi- 
cles introduced in the Pnfogy Specie! Edition, and 
before that the novels that take place after Remwrr 
of the Jedi. Still, for one collector and hobbyist, 
that galaxy far, faraway pets amoler every day, 

Bob Lippman, you see, creates, customizes 
and paints 2a Rags miniature figures, weapons 
and vehicles. Lippman, a 33-year-old lawyer from 
Wilton, ALY., has beesa onaa Pears and releplay- 
ing game fan for two decodes, “] won't bore you 
with the ‘lt started in 1977 on a summer day in o 
movie theater” routine,” he sas. “Sudlioe if to say 
that the story and art of Stas Wars hove always 
been near and dear to my heart” 

Miniatures pepeesent a big bobby, so Lippman 
largely confines his time and energy to the Sras 
iw Mimatures Boilie Geme. Developed by Wrest 
End Games, the company that created the vast 
world of the S748 Wears Aefeplaying Gane, Ue Aerr- 
Ne Game features small figures. Roleplaying and 
miniatures games ore similar in that they both 
require dice, strategy amd a preat deal of irmaagimia- 
tion as players take on roles of vanious characters, 
Unlike a roleplaying game, however, & miniatures 
fume uses metal character figurines (mow all lead: 
free), which measure approximately one inch high, 
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AT HOME WITH 
HIS STAR WARS 
MIRDATURE 
FIGURES, EOE 
LIFPMAW IS A 
Fld WAE 1H 
THE HOBBY. 


along with scale weapons and 
Webicles, bo carry out the action. 
Each pame primarily centers 
around one particular skirmish 
at a ime: 

“Traditionally they use a 25- 
millimeter scale,” Lippman 
notes. A 25mm figure is equal to 
one eix-foot-tall persan. That 
scale has become accepted as 
the nom in other miniature bat- 
the gaumes, such as Afovfennmer. 

The miniature characters 
come out of the package as little 
fraky Figrurimes. Bat the real craft 
ig im customizing and finishing 
them. Lippman has raised the 
resculpting and painting of Srar 
Hiss miniatures bo a new stan- 
dard, His attention to cletail and 
his creativity have earned him 
recognition in the Srae Wars do- 
main—all the way te West End Games itself, 
which has employed Lippman’s expert services. 

One large reason Lippman gives for his suc. 
cess is that he always keeps in mind that so many 
things in Srae Pears, big and sinall, have a distinet 
lack, “George Lucas created a ‘used universe,” 50 
that has te be reflected in the way I paint my char- 
acters. Por instance, the stonmtroopers’ uniforms 
aren't pristine white and the weapons that are 
weed by the miniatures figures aren. mew.” 

Even so, how difficult can it be to paint, say, 
the arch-villain ef the trilogy? After all, the Darth 
Vader is singularly black, from helmet te boat. 

“There's more to painting Vader than dipping 
him into black paine.” Lippman explains. “When 
painting @ figure that is virtually covered in one 
color from head to toe, people tend to loge sight of 
the highlights. Par ¢xarmnple, on Vaders helmet, [ 
use a plossy lacquer, which is also ven effective 
on his gloves and boots. Darth’s cape is a very 
drab black, so ] use «a dull lacquer that practically 
swallows any lighe it pouches.” 

The true challenge lies in the other parts of the 
Bark Lord's costume, “He wears sort of a quilted 
sult, 20 there is a lot of texture on his arms and 
legs,” says Lippman. “Il achieve that by doy brush: 
ing these sections. [ dip the brush into the black 
paint, and then wipe off moet of ic Then 0 lightly 





big way  8Y PETE FLETZER 


tewch the surface of the figrure with the brush. 
That creates the Ubuslon of tecture and in tum al- 
leviates the blackness.” 

Lippman created his own lightsaber for his 
Darth Vader miniature. “The ane he came with 
looked like one of the ‘blow-up" lightsabers from 
the late ‘70s. | used a very thin plece of wire and 
ooated it with red dayglow poster paint,” 

“Converting” ig a tenn weed in the miniatures 
world for taking an existing figure and customize: 
ing it to the artist's liking. “Conversion work is ome 


LPP MAN'S 
WIHT MASTER- 
PIECES INCLUDE 
OWELISTS 
DARTH VADER 
AWG O8l-WAN 
KEHOE 
CAROVES, 

BORA FETT 
APPROACHING 
A FORTRESS 
GUARDED BY 
GAMORREAMS 
CRIGAT) AMD 
HIS CORVERTED 
TUSHEH 
RAIDERS AWD 
BAMTHA, 


af the things |] enjoy most,” 
Lippman explains. “Sometimes 
it takes seconds—like bending a 
Rebel soldier's arm a certain dl- 
rection te «et a diferent feel out 
of the character—and some- 
times a month, Wty bantha is an 
example of ane of the heftier 
conversion jobs Pye dome.” 
Lippman wanted to wae the 
West End Games bantha, bur it 
wasn't exactly the way be want- 
edit. “Sa | took the existing bon- 
tha and carved away, | attached 


metal snips and foil from the top of a champagne bottle: to the crea- 
ture to make it steckier and shageier. 1 also wanted it to have that 
‘wind blown' look, so [ shaped my new fur and the existing coat to 
give the appearance of motion. Then [ fared aut the bantha's homs 
to make them look more like the ones in the film,” 

But he wasn't done yet. “When you paint the finished product, 
YOu pet to create your own bit of Srae Wass ‘lore, he says. “I have 
given the Sand People who ride my banthas decorated sheaths for 
their gafli sticks, For instance. 0 immagine that certain colorings distin- 
guish the different tribes of Tusken Raiders. or that they show off to 
other Sand People their rank or level” 
















Lippman’s ablliny to caprure 
the laok and feel of Sraa Wass 
brought him to the attention of 
West End Games. “Bob paints 
our miniatures beautifully,” says 
Ruchard Hawran, vice president 
of West End Games, “He brings 
the pare universe to Gite.” 

The Pennsylvania-based 
RaMIng tompany was so im- 
pressed that when it needed 
photos of miniatures to accom- 
pany its recent DarkStryder 
Campaion module, Lippman was 
asked to paint and detail them. 
His miniatures can algo be seen in West End's Sra Mars Supple- 
Trent module “Imperial Entanglemvents.” 

While Lippman is cansidered an expert, he says that just about 
anyone with a litthe time and patience can lesum hoa to cusbormice 
pre-cast miniatures. “Painting them i a great way to start,” he ad- 
wises, “For a relatively small investment, you can detail your own 
Sr4an Wars : 3 aoa at ee 
characters or cRNA, MLM Meet es 
match the way your favorites appear im the filmes,” 

The future of the Srae Wass Miniatures Bomte Game looks bright, 
with new Agurines scheduled ta be released quarterly by West End 
Games. And as the world of miniature gaming gains in popularity, 
Bob Lippman offers his own outlook on the hobby: “I see big things 
on the herizean.” il 
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Peter Fletzer is @ frequent contidaor to SWGM. 
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Collectibles maven STEVE SANSWEET gives expert answers to 
your questions about Star Wars stuff 


i'm interested in more information regarding 
not only the Just Toys silver-leqged C-3P0 Bend- 
Erns [Issue 98), but the entire line, While a dealer 
told me that net all so Bend-Ems were available 
in Individual packages, | later ended up locating 
them all. | now have a C-3PO with a silver leg and 
one with both legs gold. | also have two Han 
Solos, cach with a totally different head, Many of 
the figures don't have the correct Topps trading 
card. What's the value of the full set, and are the 
different versions of the Han Solo and C-aPQ rare 
or common? G.0. HERMAN, 
Kissimmee, FL SANSHEET: i'r 
starting to detect same modest 
interest (nh the Senpd=Ems as col= 
fectibles. Mast collectors Aooted 
even white they Sougat them 
because there weren't any oth- 
er Stan Waa toys avaliable in 
ga. Trath i, they weren‘t that 
bad, but they also weren't the 
well-scufpted action figures 
thet ofder cofigctors were pin- 
ing for. They were always interd- 
ed asa playtime foy for young &ids. # And they 
sold well Sut talk about your variations! Mhe 
original efgft-back figwres (the original eigat 
characters were pictured on the card backs, al- 
fhowsh bhe selection included so figures) first 
cane packaged without a special Topps Stas 
Warns Galaxy card that was lettered G4 thraweA 
8, eventually! rather than numbered, Then the 
bubble was changed to fit the trading card, but 
the figere card was printed with a burst that 
read “fimited edition,” wiles the figures 
weren't, So the next card version changed that 


rounding a black plastic Darth 
Fader carrying case that looks 
just Mike the Kenner case from 
i980, Gubbles on these cards 
@re a mixture of both square 
and form-fitting. * Then there 
were fhe multiple gift sets in 
open “frame” boxes with the 
figures vader plastic. The first 
set contained a stormiroaper, 
Ra-O02, C-3P0 with two gold 





legs and Fader. They were sold 
without the fopor card, with 
the cards but no sticker and 
with a “Vievted edition trading 
cards” sticker, The next fowr- 
piece box Aad Ob/-HMan, Leta, 
Han and 0-70. either with or 
without one feg painted sileer, 
The two other four-packs con- 
tained the Enmperar, R2-03, 
iuge and Fader or a storm- 


trogper, Miceet the furae, Koda 
and Chewbacca. # There wes 
also de carly ehat-prece sed 
(ho silver feg for C-7FO) All of 
those sets were packaged in 
Slack boxes with waite 
“stars,” The fast four sets are 
much fess common, They in- 
clude a fairly rare six-piece set 
with @ painted, die-cut Darth 
Kader on the boo: front (stormr- 
treaper, Vader, Royal Guard, 
Ackhar, Calrissian dad Chewie) 
and three differently decorated 
boxes labeled with the three 
mole names. Those were non 
table for their bonas of solid 
brass colns of an X-uting, THE 
fighter and Millennium Falcon 
Unfortunately, you couldn't 
tel which com pow were get- 
ting because they all fed the 
Stak Wass foro dide up, As for 
volfoe, (stil see these things at 
shows for #7 or fess for the 
common firures. There's fittle 
price difference in the varia- 
tions, figure ar card, so for A 
set of the 20 carded figures 
should command probably not 
mare than around S125. The 
six-piece set gors for for and 
the movie gets are starting te 
appreciate over thelr original 
price af around Fi. 


to “Ninited edition trading care.” Are pou with 
me so far? The next card's fed 12 photoes an the 
back, but C-7PO st had tio golden legs. Wan 
Sofa, however, went from a long, angular face 
sculpting te a rounder, fuller head. * “Running 
changes” such as this during a 
foy’s fifetime are common; 
they're what account for sa 
Many variations in the KennersAasbro action 
figures today. The first individually carded sil- 
ver-legged C-3P0 | found was in a Wel-Adart ex- 
clusite repackaging with a heavy, square bubble 
on the cara (astead of the form-fitting ones 
used previously. The final veriation was a card 
back with a single phote of all 20 figures sur- 


+f) About 1983, I visited fhe Australian Toltoys factory 
and noticed fa a trash pile a box for a Desert Salil Skiff 
with a painted scene and a Revenge of the Jedi fogo. if 
ft Aad occurred to me to ask for ii, whet would ff be 
worth today? 2) Did Kenner ever consider making a 
Pas ee ee oe es es Barth Vader action jigure 


with removable Acimect im 
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Y the original line, and are 
they considering ff mow? MIiCHAlL CRONIN, MOSMAN, New 
Sovth Wales, Awstraiia SANSWEET: 1) $200 and up. 2) 
Yea and yes, but it's taugh potting a helmet that 
small te withstand wear and tear and avoid making 
Wader a pinhead. Let"’s cross our fingers and hope 
they figure out a solution. 


GOT A STAR WARS COLLECTIBLES QUESTION? an {or some special ilem thal may or may mot exist? 
Want to know how much your treavared trilogy tey is worth? just want to vent about collecting? Send your letters—aboat collectibles enly-to 
Collectors’ Comlink, Dept, SWGM, P.O. Box 290609, Los Angeles, CA 90029, or to our e-mail address: swemtoppsa@aol com. Time won't allow individual 
replies, but we Il answer questions of broadest interest in the magazine each issue. Leters may be edited for length and clarity. 
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Ufolt pen Aneat Ultra-thick 20 pe. mirror scleral © 


> al-new artwork from TOP COW STUDIDS (WITCHELADE, THE 
JARKNESS), including MARC SILVESTRI, BRANDON PETERSON 
and many morel 


_ © Special subsets featuring the MILLENNIUM FALCON, the bottles of 
the STAR WARS Trilogy. and choracter cords 


> 4 cotawoy cards with peel Eepseeeeeere nen 


> 2 Stor Wore 30 corde featur ort Ci pe 
| Banus: tnpack 
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HAT MASKED MAN? Beneath Vader's high-tech 
} much more than circuitry. There's a lifetime of 
Let's try to shed some light on the man once 
well, that would be giving it away. You'll have 
through on your own by solving the four groups 

is, unscrambling the circled letters to reveal the 
¢ (hint: three famous last words) and then 
answers to us. We'll place all correct entries 
1 drawing for some impressive... very impres= 
prizes. May the Force be with youl 


GRAND PATE ie ——— —_—_—_—_——-—— 
helmet, courtesy of Riddell ‘(see “Around fhe Galax pene 


2 FIRST PRIZES pach vate pri ad borer | EEEERERESTET ET cit eS sa 


shorts, courtesy of Ralph Marlin (see “An a Let occa pare SIDE 
3 SECOND PRIZES Set of ive Wank Vehicles — vasa disciple of this jedi. 
trading cards, courtesy ol Topps (see “Around the eae 9) His dau 's foster father 


19 THIRD PRIZES ‘etal boro 9 Sine Was 
vehicles trading cars dees on i 





Entries must be received Te 31, 1997 fe ently je ae tox pe pSeepeee riba Hist eet TeaL 

person, Answers will appear in Issue */q; winners wil be im VICE OF THE EMPIRE: 

notitied by mail. Photocopies or handwritten copie: of this ‘iowa d him develop the orlginal Death Star. 
contest are acceptable. Sorry, no € rmail entries. ee = i) Vader found his “lack of faith disturbing.” 


this bug-eyed Bounty hunter, 


fine ee bith FT | eae i 
AGETESE od : ae Ale B : Bene Tht #3 ( yi : 
po Sos tales ou it —_—_ —_— —— — 








BAIL FOUR ENTM TO: Contest aii, Shae Want Gacuy Magazine, s 
One Whitehall $t., New York, HW wooga 32-2 


ee 


ANSWLKE TO: “Luke Skywalker Trivia Contest” in lout Pps x) Bera 
7] Anakin Solo; 8) rancor a2 WodripL rad: ae) 


fey ee Se So 


& Darklighter; 3) Back; 4) Gagebah; 5) Garindan; &) taumtaun; 
I Tatooine: iz) wampa; a) Mara Jade 
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47 FIRaACoO One of the thee: roost powerful fegures in the 
galery ie mot gedng to ide arcund In jest arp ctarckip. Kiver wont 
he the deeigquars ot dada lidetore (obey ede Boks Pete's Slower A) 
aed coermiscened 2 ahip that reflected his mighty, opelent, eepail- 
lam poniona. They delivered a lucuriguis Mic¥iper fighter outfitted 
with customized armor, weapon and four supercharged angirerc. 
Hormally, He wimge Wie flugh sgalred thes chip, but in attack mene, 
they fold aul to preside qprestee opeed and handliesp, & pie ef 
laser tateen art Corplinented by four proten ternped> launcher. 


8) S77NG8R Tha Stinger befits ite owas, Curl, both ore 
cle and beaetiqul, but alee Berka! ehee Apt be, A dpcldedly 
fpreelnlne crag, the Stingar had a curadttoed figeri—cight thape. (Hi 
amoeth lings are interruphed by a menacing pabr of laser commons 
ep frentand o doubles -anel compunicn effloed to a gamers ture 
ret srahl pe, dppeepelasely mame bey Wines, who can Unleadh be 
ERE Gevreer at a Gorse! ’s Botice, Che Fiager had a quartet of 
peewerful rear engines. be Shostaws, Ceri does ber dirty work on 
‘terre firma, Got in always read for a cpace battle 


©) MILievvrlivat Faicom Thit beat-p, cfd 
Corellian drekghter has beeen through many an advertere. In Shas 
ower, i'n back in the bande of Laredo Calida, whe boot Ht ino cord 
qame ta He rightful cwmer, Han fala, whee “Indlspaaed™” for the 


time being. To Getter teangpest contraband around thr gillacr, ad 
bod Lends and other parvigue peaseasora, Man ard hie Wookier 
cocpllot, Chewhaerca, pebrofitied the chip, making it fates and 
sorte able bo withriaed run-ledt wlth leperial weasels, beens of the 
faiten's finest moment in Sheets tome with Lule at the contre. 


Go) SWooOr BIKE Ino sancible tidae's pocomion, 2 
weaop Hs apples WerOn of on alepeeder, Ridden lbp an outlom, 
t's a rereeting mackine. Invarlbly, evtliws art adcechted wlth 
wweopt, the vehkh of cheloe among gangs of maraedieg bikers 
hired far anmggling, gen renaing other nefarious warturee. 
aio pegular on the pacing clroeli, menoge are long, pled nepalaor 
eraf@i with plom-like deeope on the drant. They seat twa, toagh 
the paeeergper ertter held on eight. Big eepebors and het Gerboth- 
worters poowide peraope with amazing «pend, but thay com be tough 
io central, dele hag ob Feria with o fleece cere qarey le i ocho, 


EE) ouvTRIiorceR Ha only fiting that fellow ee 
and plrate=jor-Alee Bash Bandar fir o chip similar to Ham Salo's 
wUMeraiam fatcen, Ba valibe the Babiqerd fated, the Cutriter Ie 
a twer, dlocher, atate-od-the-art crap, Gffledaly clagalpled os 
@ Corellian ¥T-2,e0 freighter Chan's be the dated ¥T-0geer), a 
cers ‘weasel daaigned. feo cpeed. and maneuverability, and 
outfitted with plenty of weapome_p—perfect for celemicheen wtih: the 


died ond Gena Mice ye ethed eg ike pe amgry ba rt eg Can ed Dd tet ie Dead det LS pep La Ld, 
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loining classic f 

the Millennium Falcona 
of Sraz Waes starships 
from Shadows 





; VEHICLES IN 


HOME IRD. 


Nene 








vorites such as 

d Slave lis anew breed 
vessels and vehicles 

of the Empire 


Empien. To eccommedate hii “oteu patios.” Gaoh os medified the 
phlp with wouped-up len engines, mere powerdul shield geneeaters, 
double laser canrans and an cuslewed menor etealeh eyatem. 


FP) Share Ff Bobs ett beds a dangerous life, ee he flee a 
dangerous ptagehip=ject and heavily armed jor the inevitable 
frght he encounters, Mave fle a Firereray clan patrol-and- attack 
chip origheally intended far loe-eedeqcemaens parsanreel, Fatt has 
readied hie with hiddem weapons, xpecial daeped fur hig qeaery 
eel a pepper making and jamming eyetem. Unigeel_, Ant f laces 
with Ba cngines dears, and [lle In a “etanding*up” poaition. in 
Shadows, with Hae tole aboard, Pett elie: on the chip's apeclal 
fewtune: bo thaurt thous who dare to come after hte priced carga, 


Gi) FOUN e's Teor ls 
Beek mayer met « Booklee he didn’) hate, aad he ecpiecially 
honiiee: Chewbacce, aver cince Cherele and Man Sole desteeped the 
Tratelodhin's Maship, fut Beask bounced back with the Mounds 
Tooth, « custom-built Corellian Y¥-6b8 ligha freighter. tn Gark 
Horce Comics’ Shostows weries, he flees Him vengeful pureeet of 
Chewbaces and hia humen commede. That beads Beith, eh & 
wordy band of felloe heedhaeier aboard, on am intergalactic 
chase after Boba Pett for a piece of his waleable quarry, Han. Modi= 
fled feo epee and mancuverability, Your Taonk i seed to the 


teeth, with laeer cannons and concudian relssiles. Been io, Hoes 
Fact’: grad Ge crew ane mo match for Pett ened ble Finer J. 


MH} fGesooe I's a0 paepeipe That the crafty agape 
drold GGege fooled arcund the galaxy ie a epeedy, weapan-laden 
eter ighies, Larger thas an Xewieg or other conventional ameault 

. H-bee—lihe The oerar—wene eteictly a fighting machine. tt 
Sat wiper pewered by a dlaglt lon gaging, “boroepd” from a 
grounded Mabulen-8 mucort frigate, and featered a pair ed wing- 
like wart that eetended in and out fer pinpoint maneeweriny. 
Whether the dreld was beleg chased ae daing the chasing, 
iG-ze00's weaponry wai wont Thin ddegeat, Aled, Ja Th adauer, 
15 i's chlp be devtreyed doing an ill-advieed acudfle with Pett, 


1) cx eECcHuTOR Intishdailon te powerful weapon, and 
fet wousals are meee intimidating than a Sept ae Geireyer, Aa 
Bebe reehere—flve Hoes fhe length of a ckandard Star Desteopes— 
podiesing iheasaads of weapens and carrying iegiens of 
thanighters and atormirasperd. they ont The reoeT FeMeene COMBOS 
nante in the iegerrial ernecda, short od the Death Star. Bails and 
presented te Gasth Vader jollawing the Battle of tevin, exprenly 
for herting Bebels, the Feecutar fa fewhared geconinantly ie Ebad- 
coca. Ironically, 1¢ figured fa bakes escape, aed Meade to winoe's 
daqewt, Later, Hee vena! by devtrayed desing the tattle of Ende, 
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Hepieg fe rtite¢ Han felo, kebels aboard the Millennium Falcon ged Gutrider hunt jar Robe Fatt on the planed Gali f 
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CGLOH OP PRPIB LE 


DARTH 


Few len lain: can cornpare rh He Berk Lord 
of ihe Sith. Garth Wadir i the wlimate bad guy, 
he's piel iret, saci ys 





fert tall and pensersing incordish: strength Den’ 


forget, he wax once a revered Jedi Right, tained 
bo Keep hin; body te perfect shape. And ia Hit all: 
black atfire, expecially the frgtirrieg mask end 
helreet, Vader strites frat and loatting in most 


everyone, Racall toe look on the face of Han Sole= 


wabo's ore teach guy bimeelf—upen eapsueteriag 
der in Cloud city, When Vader alrsait cesualy 
deflects his blaster shets and then Forstinvathes 
the weapon as if It were hey Bs Bes 
rewire he wasutterly cebrentcned, 
Vader's evil powet eraveates {iar hisrteyo 
the dark side of the Force, that usien rryrécal 
erercy field that binds the urtvese, in goed ways 


tel bad. Yet he alie epee his ioe wall wre et 


awesome ary of mat-nade wrapoes and ria- 
chines, So wbile he can choke an adversary without 
touching bir, fee wields bis lightsaber with equal 
ferocity ated depdlirvest, Hi: jedi thaming bay riade 
Hirt en Iecernparatle pilat at the cervtabs of his 
Jefaal TIE igri, and bs cureraueder of The Super 
Star Gevtayr Esrevater, he's nearly armteppable 
a he hats dewn beberle in the service of his 
malevsient raler ard renster, Ervperar Palpatine. 
941, urderraatt bis stel of virulence, Vader as 
‘paces of bis former goed se, Try a he does to keep 
anger and agpresten on the surface of his paren, 
when faced ith he [ite of bis porr—luder Swale 
grote carect bide bis borearity. © should give as 


ofl parse fa cormadir tat even ore at infected wih 
~wichedhvest ab Vedder car: finally do the nagit ting. 


Fer the pewer oy Inve, in is cose between a parent 
and code, wil alway dorirate over that abate, 


Vader's aoeeticve member, O5i-Wan Gereki, oefers ta the behtsakerr as “ar elegart weapon for a 
roe cvdiced Sime” Bel inthe bared ef Ue rearous Bak Lore, His be ingtraen a] deal id 
desructicn, to it iy somewhat nenic that QhiWan is eliminated [Hbeagh opt destroyed] by 
Vaan rnd bis ig saberund tt ier nearly causes tha pie belt 


af milice tut tyafies 
‘Weder's hers. 


Tie foghturs, that 
Empire built the 
THE Inasorgter. 


Wader [lew the 
nurtorn-bailt pra- 
Intype teuig pee 
with weedified 
wingt fer better 
Fanagerrieg ard 
a highty adeunced 
wEIPSEL AE, 












Vader wag duvwe to the duct side by or parzancive 
Palpatine, vba svcheutrated the ewertrow of the old Bf 
Bipoblec aed inovalke Aimar] ak Empeser, Fe nl Empieg 
i dethoyed fhoagh, aed hie along orth it, eben Wieder fh 
Fars Ltr fora Ee Emperor bry hurling Felpatioe ints fia 
Death Sur's stucter core. Tha, toe, dukia bordered. 
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aboard the Eeemvtor, Yoder cften 
rates to Wis epcitation chmia, 
tiga anty a sanctuary from the 
fgaei of is comvaand, bal ahaa 
bypbae C wefuge where be can 


unit dred cenril 
fret serecn. 


Peis a stunning oevelatine—da Late and fo maviegotri—in this pivotal scene from Thr 
re Siriber fer oben Vader utters Che unthinkaie: “| art por (ithe. fare jarete 
Earl forwei, Hoe strecweed acho wha supplied the exict of Vaden, vas rhachis wate gain 
his ves, “Ussubd to Georea [Lucu], Ulva: the wendks, bat fdar’t belewe it fat a edevie, 


mle irae Pray, 
aboard the Geutt 
Star, Vader ip brie 


comeiicel Wade 
fo whine hi grip, 


dears Prvepeninbelan gredimvuen, Pas bikand Po 
pwned a Veeder by the Ereperer at an impeetuable 
dumeand oreler fer baring down Rabel [seots, 


In bl first Battle 


with §=Qbi=Waa, 
 Woder fell into a pal 


af meltan lava, 
eairging are bal 
freer xared and 
jerced ty wear a 
breathing tadk 
ind life-aep per 
tiles. The brit 
a] (he aye ia 
tamgibir just 
baraalh his ches 
fone thal corkck 
Wis heed Vera pea 
foe and breathing 
sgparulated. Add 
fiona Geraili-aa 
aliralight metal 
ful can willed 


tinimee deapana= 


fare apd shies 
shangei—poal nits 
Wede's ahoaldiny, 


torn; ard eb. Hs | 
poigk-teck Bet | 
austen (he actual | 


jeu perahee-con: 
tral gpttens Cafe 
te audi edurey- | | 
seni aad (tester) 
fat gives hie his ff 


§ Macsormt eoice and ff 
a relivtery use I 
matrix that neque 


fyltt bis beawthaay, ff 
Mack sabe. ard af 
fawing ches cover: IP 


much ef bis irags | 


ied bear, 


MB Wieder pledges te the Expecer 
Gy that bhi son Cake wlll ether 
ee po Te dark pice on die, Bul 

Of aed fatter and soe fea Berne 


Dig htiabar duel, Lok wing th 
baile, ellicnilely becacie il 
jerers Wieder te reveal Bi trae, 
geod sel}-Anukin dbywalktr, 
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“CASTING SHADOWS 


Shoraloew of bbe Empire ware mary familiar characte, 
~ Pram the Dac iteas jie amogy. plus several nee feces, 


Have's the Shodows cant, with a aymopale of gach re 


character's pivotal rose in this latest advenbare, “ 


LYE Se wr sys 
Fetleseing Ble coterlyardc: Line _ Ube nad cll Tier -s aiitan 
Barh—the lictiester Goel with Derik Yader in which Luke Ke @ 


, he hand ged gares eat Yoder by hin dother—the Pe egiieg Jedi Knight 


neh ie Tati ia pecain. his sing?’ eel cee bis Graieing 
Wet bee ie deere sie eeveral nee lesions) os aileepl io eae 
Hae hike Prom Meee da ie pte Gee a dee eped Lee 


planed for o cere Deel Shae] a otek by a eg peg ce 


inte Gin. died a dark pera acted been daa ppd lay be 


1 fumure Finally, Lake bode on oh Mizoa'n Palace, la 
i Fs 


Beil. with Lain ard daefowte the Dark | 


P Princess Lad © CHEW eAooA, 


Few iindiwides!s, presi on Merale, Be el a ra Shall 
Leia eustris be ber lrorsads oo Dealer ll Abap Fite] Alarm, Hee 
Mine adders Ves Uber Lee is Corte bey beer cheddar irre Alien, bet ae! 
aie oes gh enable beni Hh wy 

Le ietociee powere Ef Nines Wham aha waapecte cht p= 
‘a agale. in danger, Lola. fer rear ate gi deaen i aden, 
compalbed 3 thera re plot. In dipoles and witk the eer: Fabik Fol 


 s Chestecce iales ineogaesl a a ete Seber = Bhp reoraine 


rece er oe 


ae eee ae ta 
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There Soe asta bene accel Dee nat atlas 
bie eels Beougat ibe drolde from Lies crdaad peared age dim 
Talon, Their gereude ed bevaley beve endeared thar ca thee 
Aliases, good Ghee beeclheand-forth beste prevides needed mc— 
eat Pe ad aberdeen pele 
fecing dak tga be el ‘pare baiiles, C-3P0 trae with Laie 
in bar ech ba ¢ Slack Sen The drish are gertiuslly in 
pecher ggeln aboard che Fale, which hep eves eee 
Sareticree Galry gel peed Lag te eet im Zidane pola, 


Le a ee 

Tha ate ft a demreaieeethiir, ie Laredo rec betty ikea) plain 
aiel fdnaet. He bel i goed as Bares Bdisiviretor of Clood Chirp 
but ited Gimli g Laker aed! brie erage eo Cards Yeder's choich- 
OO betes fe high oi Oe Bees eerie lid Lande relinaes bh 
Lint danger, Gnd Vola eeTe Me bed Ler Prien, fev om fer oie 
derpe co reehees dan aed later in toiling Bisae'k Devens anil 
ike pageing ppece banthe cer Cemaccar. Gaapiia sariler devi, 
dhe seo eileen” in Rode whee Lando's albeglance bea. 


Eek iH Pee a ie 

He bad the ego onal eetagger of 2 belle oreeggier—Hen Bob—ard 
Tiga ee hee eed! ph, as Blo il, beeping Gabe esi ot bers 
i. Drie ber Gua d Geo theed, Gigi, Gas fede dhe Bordon cin 
resivtireg tha Deopire die ihe Galan ef! be pei, thee Pieler, 
ged eceompanied bp bie eldakick decid, Leese. be denda co! THE 
Sghters ered Slee ie ike face of Mice es migaiy mulsiora. in che and, 
Hash weergera eo perce” prrenel felere aed bie the rey 
again Siler on aed aber Coruers 


DARTH WA. 
(eres Ble pear a eel, dee fren thee dak did) ol Lhe Bare 
fo vehich be bes moccurebad, Wader ell roles aides, of hie tomer, 
pete" dell, Anabin Ueyeelber, Wa rowanling te Lume diemalier 
Ube bia lt hie dated, Waaier pledges Ge dh, Eeepeeer thet tha young 
df. bes, BAD bee converted 12 tie dads dideoe die, Vet ees poe 
frenied bey thor meio, gd coca Ge ei a Rina bet rd al 
be fe! Robe, Voter perelis pommen of hie pala iaetcte ta 
wattage, While he foniy lighions ep oe he cprenical Saye. dpe 
— Tite, or Dark Led sireggios with his moral dusky. 


ae. ror 

‘The Sreveet, Goldam. boddsa! ated aoe mepilerionse tin ater ed 
fim She eolery hoe bie heeds fall oping ea ded Het Sake oo 

fe Hee Bolo. securely once im corbosite aboard Pea'é ir 
aol with Jotbe's betty beeertp on hin eee, bi aloo coc Gy tee 
ey dies! forces, bt bee ie imiercepe Bobs Fen belo be 
Geached Tateaitie. Frireens Leia, Beles beled. dine oo Gall with 
Deh od Lande, bt thei reicienal ae pi Als Pqolou = 
buncing borin can't cereit Patt, elie. 


te 

Hie fereanoid epecios, che Palleas, hoe cecheed for pole Koo 
ney feel ere oe bbs belle Bier ore bor be abe aber char 
tii Gl dt teak, Dikerp leader of Bleck Son—ihe mam vere 
Cored e Cris ar pent in he goleep— Kiser ie irstinctoally aby. 
cerleg and clired. He gical belo The rn knee ier 
Polpotiog es avi songine Soidis) eh willed bie pera epee. 
ceie. The eif-eereing Dark Prides died thal Pier i 
soensinaiq Leke Seeolaer. 0 aches Ch weld wea 
epee his dreaded revel, Dorcs Vader. oad clear Meare path to hid 
fajieter peel) iets roeies) of che Bevis. 
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At dir glomce. aia o beet, lel gend end dedicoied eo re 
Leste cheaper. ened Gaon ba reeked dell a belied renege i Ee eve 
ef Biner, She's alo o human mpice dicdid der wide ber eee 
bas pod feerty. [his wie levee. Gal le act oly God lp 
bea, bee i pragrererred meer te Bik @ epee oe waa dla 
plapiag Ser upedar eeregih in diesesing ! Moors ernie. Cran 
ae ee ee edd bs eh ie cree, she pore op ageled te 
ber Like Gialker—whe spares ber artificial (PB, Bei can eae 
qorwled thee dapicetlais Meet deers Kies pales in sendiberresertt 
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4 pepelor pert threghoat the galaey di wuclag ae ped-og alr- 
specter: cole’ paces Ther a abe the wabicle of choke emer 
tallow kibers beeen as peop gang. Shick ane often bled by 
Crt Lone fa seegghe egice. com weeps end ceery cut other 
Liki hide, Mig thee bt a enierios beer hese peng weeks fer 
dabba. Dares Wade, wee aera af ie relating. ender cone ot 
ale a A Mg, a ae Leia Be dae geen. Mh dat 
lp har once Bobo Pamdeiiven Him oo dabies, Lee Sinprlicor— 
Yoder es pring corge—sii ooaly fellow. J oedava ae be keep 
they Dark Deed appreed af actheh be on Jebbas poles. 
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‘USE*THE FORCE 10 CONTROL 
AND FLY REAL MODEL KITS! 


“Make me 
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J ourney to a place 

far, far away and join in 
the epic space adventure 
of Star Wars! Now you 
can build and fly Star Wars 
vehicles. Your true life 
adventure begins today 
with Estes and Cox flying 
Rene or —— Star Wars models! Find 
galactic battles all the Estes and Cox 
and interstellar * » . - flying models at your 


blast-offs! favorite hobby, toy or 

You're the pilot of your favorite Star bars department itela=) today. 
Spacecraft. Pretand to blast your laser 

cannons, launch your proton torpedoes or * - 


_fire your turbolasers. Be part of Star lars 
and may the Force be with you! 





Write today for an 
Estes/Cox cgtalog that 
features Star Wars products 
and MORE, Send 31 to: 
Estes/Cox 

Siar lars Earth Station 9720 
1295 H Street 

Penrose, OO 81240 





Please allow 4-6 weeks for 
delivery Not responsible for 
fost or stolen mail = regardless 
of what galaxy it came from, 
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